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MONTANA EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, CASCADE COUNTY
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Petitioner, ) . , )
) Petition to Set Aside and Void Cascade
County Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43 and
§ Other Injunctive Relief

)

)

)

g

JAMES L. LARSON and JOE BRIGGS,
in their official capacities as CASCADE

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; and

CASCADE COUNTY, a Political

Subdivision of the State of Montana,
Expedited Consideration Requested

Respondents. Expedited Hearing Requested

COMES NOW the Petitioner, Mary K. Embleton, and respectfully brings this Petition to Set
Aside and Void Cascade County Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43 and Other Injunctive Relief
under Sections 2-3-114 and 2-3-213, MCA; and Article II, Section 8 of the Montana
Constitution. The Petitioner states the following with supporting information attached to this
petition:
PARTIES
1. During all times relevant hereto, Mary K. Embleton (“Petitioner”) resided in Cascade

County, Montana. Petitioner owns taxable property in rural Cascade County.
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2. The acts and conduct of Cascade County Commissioners James L. Larson and Joe
Briggs alleged herein were undertaken in the ostensible course and scope of their office
as Cascade County Commissioners.

3. The County of Cascade, Montana, is a political subdivision under the laws of the State
of Montana existing in Cascade County, Montana.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. The alleged actions and conduct occurred in Cascade County, Montana,

5. This Court has jurisdiction under Sections 2-3-114 and 2-3-213, MCA, and Article 11,
Section 8 of the Montana Constitution.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

6. On information and belief, agendas for regular and special Commission meetings are
required to be posted at least 48 hours before the scheduled meetings. Supporting
documents are required to be posted at the same time as the agenda, but this did not
always happen for Solid Waste meetings in September and October 2024.

7. Under Section 7-1-2121, MCA, Public Hearings require a Notice to be published in a
newspaper of general circulation, two times, with at least 6 days separating each
publication and includes publication of an agenda under Section 2-3-103, MCA. This
did not occur for Solid Waste meetings in September and October 2024.

8. The Board of Cascade County Commissioners created a Special Improvement District
for Refuse Disposal known as the Cascade Rural Solid Waste District on April 2, 1971,
via Resolution recorded as 37240 with the Cascade County Clerk and Recorder. The
procedure for creating said district required publication of notice to the public, a protest

time period, and a Public Hearing. Exhibit A: Resolution of Creation.
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9. The District costs shall be met by an assessment levied upon each user of the collection
services provided by the County under Section 7-11-1025, MCA. On information and
belief, said assessments are placed on the property owner’s tax bill.

10. Cascade County Commissioners assumed the duties as the governing body for the
Cascade County Solid Waste District on November 27, 2007. Exhibit B: Resolution
12-60.

11. The last time the Board of County Commissioners lawfully increased the special
assessments was via Resolution 12-60 on August 31, 2012, recording number
R0259754 CRS with the Cascade County Clerk and Recorder dated September 7, 2012.
Exhibit B: Resolution 12-60.

a. The increase in assessments complied with Section 7-11-1025, MCA requiring a
notice of the proposed increase in the solid waste disposal fees published on
August 19 and August 26, 2012, informing the public that the proposed
assessments were available for review at the office of County Commissioners
and that a public hearing on the proposed assessments would be held on August
31, 2012,

b. A public hearing on the proposed increase was held on August 31, 2012, for the
period of July 1, 2012, to June 20, 2013, setting the fees for the District
according to the fee schedule in Attachment A to Resolution 12-60.

c. The fee schedule lists approximately 57 different codes, each with a distinct

assessment dollar amount,
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d. The process of increasing assessments was done in conjunction with the

County’s general budgeting process as authorized by Section 7-11-1025(6),

MCA.

12. On July 17, 2024, Cascade County Commissioners held a meeting titled “Discussion on

13.

Petition

Solid Waste Program.” On July 26, 2024, Cascade County Commissioners held a
meeting titled “Discussion on solid Waste Price Increases.” On information and belief,
neither meeting was properly noticed with an agenda and no minutes were taken.
Therefore, no Public Comment was allowed. Exhibit C: Main Calendar website
screenshot.

During a Special Meeting on September 5, 2024, Cascade County Commissioners
adopted the Fiscal Year 2025 Annual budget. Exhibit D: September 5, 2024, Agenda.

a. During the public comment period of the meeting, Petitioner stated there is

more to the Special Assessment District process that was not conducted during
the budget process and recommended not including the overall budget
assessment increase. Exhibit E: Cascade County Commission September 5,
2024, Official Meeting Records, including draft meeting minutes, partial
meeling transcript, and audio recording of meeting (separately submitted o this
Court on a USB device),; and hereinafter referred to as “Official Records of

September 5, 2024, Meeting.”

. The Solid Waste Fund budget stated a 50% increase to the Rural Special

Assessment District (RSID) revenue; said increase totaled an additional
$575,000 to be imposed on rural Cascade County property owners/taxpayers.

Exhibit F: September 5" CFO Solid Waste figures.
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¢. During the Commission discussion, Commissioner Larson stated that a Special

meeting would be held in September to further address the Solid Waste
program. Exhibit E: Official Records of September 5, 2024, Meeting, Minutes @

approximately 1:19:00 time stamp on audio recording.

. The vote was 2-1, with Commissioners Larson and Briggs voting for Resolution

24-37 adopting the budget. Commissioner Grulkowski voted against it.

Exhibit G: Resolution 24-37,

14. On September 19, 2024, a Special Meeting was held at 6:30 pm. The first item on the

Petition

agenda was “Discussion on the Cascade County Solid Waste Program.” The second
item on the agenda was “Resolution 24-39: A resolution for User Fee and Solid Waste
Fee Increase for the Cascade County Dump Sites.” Exhibit H: September 19, 2024,
Agenda.

a. On information and belief, no supporting documentation was made available to

the public at the time of the agenda posting.

(

. During Public Comment, Petitioner again advised the Commission that the

proper process was not being followed and read aloud portions of Section
7-11-1025, MCA, to reinforce her statements. Exhibit I: Cascade County
Commission September 19, 2024, Official Meeting Records, including draft
meeting minutes, partial meeting transcript, and audio recording of meeting
(separately submitted to this Court on a USB device); and hereinafter referred

to as “Official Records of September 19, 2024, Meeting.”

. Petitioner’s reading of the statute to the Commission included the Notice and

publication provisions required to be performed prior to the Public Hearing for
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Assessments, none of which were done prior to this meeting in compliance with
Section 7-1-2121, MCA. Exhibit I: Official Records of September 19, 2024,

Meeting,

. Commissioners Larson and Briggs ultimately approved Resolution 24-39

(R0461109), increasing the Solid Waste Fee from $120 a year to $175 a year for
all county residents that own property and/or businesses outside of the City of
Great Falls, Black Eagle, the town of Belt and the Town of Cascade and to
adjust User Fees per Exhibit A to the resolution. Commissioner Grulkowski

voted against it. Exhibit J: Resolution 24-39.

15. On October 3, 2024, Cascade County Commissioners held another Special Meeting at

Petition

10:00 am. An agenda was posted 48 hours prior to the meeting, stating: “Discussion on
the Cascade County Solid Waste Program™ again. The second item was “Resolution
24-43: A resolution amending Resolution 24-39, R0461109, clarifying the User Fee and
Solid Waste Fee Increases for the Cascade County Dump Sites.” Exhibit K: October 3,

2024 Agenda.

a. Again, on information and belief, no supporting documentation was made

available to the public at the time of the agenda posting.

. Petitioner spoke again, explaining the process for Special Assessments and that

this Resolution did not comply with Section 7-11-1025, MCA, which clearly
outlines the process for establishing the rates for the Cascade County Rural
Solid Waste District rates. Exhibit L: Cascade County Commission October 3,

2024, Official Meeting Records, including draft meeting minutes, partial
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meeting transcript, and audio recording of meeting (separately submitted to this
Court on a USB device).
c. Again, on information and belief, no prior notice and publication provisions
were performed, and no public hearing for assessments was held at this meeting.
d. Ultimately, Commissioners Larson and Briggs approved a 45% increase over
the Fiscal Year 2013 rates for all County residents that own property and/or
businesses in the County of Cascade, except for those residents within the city
limits of Great Falls and the city limits of Belt, as listed in Exhibit B to the
resolution. Additionally, the User Fee increase schedule was adopted as Exhibit
A to the resolution. Commissioner Grulkowski voted against it. The final
version of Resolution 24-43 was completed after the meeting. Exhibit M:
Resolution 24-43.
CONCLUSION

16. On July 17, 2024, and July 26, 2024, Cascade County Commissioners violated the State
of Montana open meetings laws and public participation laws by failing to properly
notice the meetings held to discuss the Solid Waste Program.

17. The September 5, 2024, meeting adopted the final Fiscal Year Budget for 2025 but
failed to properly increase the Cascade County Rural Solid Waste District Special
Assessments by separate resolution.

18. The subsequent meeting held on September 19, 2024, also failed to properly increase
the Special Assessments, failed to give proper notice to the public, failed to incorporate

a Public Hearing as required by statute, and was conducted after the Annual Budget
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deadline to submit to the Special Assessments to the Department of Revenue to be
included on the property tax bills,

19. The final meeting held on October 3, 2024, again failed to properly increase the Special
Assessments, failed to give proper notice to the public, failed to incorporate a Public
Hearing as required by statute, and was conducted after the Annual Budget deadline to
submit to the Special Assessments to the Department of Revenue to be included on the
property tax bills.

20. Property Tax bills are typically mailed to taxpayers by the end of October, with a
deadline of November 30™ for payment submittal to the County Treasurer.

21. Cascade County property tax bills include the Solid Waste Special Assessment charges.

22. On October 29, 2024, the Cascade County Treasurer announced publicly to Jenn
Rowell of The Electric that Cascade County Property Tax bill mailing will be
substantially delayed. The payment deadline will be adjusted accordingly. Exhibit N:

October 29, 20204, article The Electric.

COUNT ONE

Violation of Article II, Section 8 of the Montana Constitution
23. Petitioner re-alleges and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 22 by reference as if fully
set forth herein.
24. Article II, Section 8 of the Montana Constitution provides that “The public has the right
to expect governmental agencies to afford such reasonable opportunity for citizen
participation in the operation of the agencies prior to the final decision as may be

provided by law.”
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25. Cascade County Commission failed to provide proper notice of public meetings and
public hearings, failed to properly inform the public of their proposed intent, and failed
to allow public hearing participation in all matters regarding the Solid Waste Special
Assessment Increase.

26. The Right of Participation is fundamental, and public policy favors that Resolutions
24-39 and 24-43 be held null and void.

COUNT TWO

Injunctive Relief Under MCA Section 2-3-114

27. Petitioner re-alleges and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 26 by reference as if fully
set forth herein.

28. Section 2-3-114, MCA states, “The district courts of the state have jurisdiction to set
aside an agency decision under this part upon petition of any person whose rights have
been prejudiced. A petition under this section must be filed within 30 days of the date
on which the person learns, or reasonably should have learned, of the agency’s
decision.”

29. Cascade County Commissioners Larson and Briggs violated Section 7-6-4013, MCA,
Fees for Service — Hearing and Resolution by failing to properly notice and
subsequently hold a Public Hearing as required by Section 7-1-2121, MCA.

30. Cascade County Commissioners Larson and Briggs violated Section 7-11-1025, MCA,
Notice of Resolution for Assessment regarding Solid Waste District Assessments by
failing to properly notice and subsequently hold a Public Hearing as required by
Section 7-1-2121, MCA.

31. Under Section 2-3-114, MCA, the Court should set aside Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43.
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COUNT THREE

Void Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43 Under Section 2-3-213, MCA

32. Petitioner re-alleges and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 31 by reference as if fully
set forth herein.

33. Section 2-3-213, MCA provides that “Any decision made in violation of Section
2-3-203, MCA, may be declared void by a district court having jurisdiction. A suit to
void a decision must be commenced within 30 days of the date on which the plaintiff or
petitioner learns, or reasonably should have learned, of the agency’s decision.”

34. Cascade County Commission failed to provide proper notice of meetings, failed to
allow public participation, and failed to properly record their proceedings regarding the
Solid Waste Special Assessment Increase, specifically regarding the July 17, 2024, and
the July 26, 2024, meetings.

35. Under Section 2-3-213, MCA, the court should Void Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Mary K. Embleton, prays for relief as follows:

1. For the Court to set aside Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43 as allowed by MCA Section
2-3-114.

2. For the Court to VOID Resolutions 24-39 and 24-43 as allowed by MCA Section
2-3-213.

3. For the Court to restore the Solid Waste Assessments to the level established by
Resolution 12-60.

4. For the Court to issue a decision before the issuance of the 2024 Property Tax bilis

being mailed to rural county property taxpayers.
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5. For the Court to order the Cascade County Treasurer to issue refunds in the amounts of
the increase only to any and all property owners who may have paid the increased Solid
Waste District Special Assessment on their 2024 Property Tax bill.

6. For the Court to assess such reasonable costs as prescribed by Section 2-3-114(2),
MCA, “A person alleging a deprivation of rights who prevails in an action brought in
district court to enforce the person’s rights under Article II, Section 8 of the Montana
constitution may be awarded costs ...”

7. For such other and further relief as the Court deems just.

Respectfully submitted this 4" day of November 2024.

S Ity o 5

Mary K. Errﬁéton,hf"eﬁtioner Pro Se
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State of Montana )

\ ) 188
County of( '(1535 ;gg\_{; )

Mary K. Embleton, being first duly sworn, upon oath, deposes and says as follows: I am the
Petitioner in the foregoing Petition. I have read the foregoing Petition, and the facts of the
matter contained herein are true, correct, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief,

S Dl ondssn_

Mary K. Exﬁ'leton, Petitioner Pro Se

Signed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me this 4 day of November, 2024.

I Resiting o e “:?:“afﬁ;a” (Signature of notary public)

N,

’ @ e 0L WeadolR
| SEAL tate of
Wy

Commission Expires
W‘ January 7, 2025
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List of Exhibits to Petition:

Exhibit A: Resolution of Creation of a Special Improvement District for Refuse
Disposal, Cascade County, Montana; Number 37240 dated April 2, 1971.

Exhibit B: Resolution 12-60 a Resolution Increasing the Fees of the Cascade
County Rural Solid Waste District dated August 31, 2012.

Exhibit C: Main Calendar website screenshot from Cascade County’s official

website showing July 17, 2024, and July 26, 2024, meetings regarding Solid Waste,
but no agenda.

Exhibit D: September 5, 2024, Agenda for Special Commission Meeting listing a
Public Hearing and 4 resolutions; Proof of Publication; No notice or action is listed
for the Solid Waste District.

Exhibit E: Cascade County Commission September 5, 2024, Official Meeting
Records, including draft meeting minutes, partial meeting transcript, and audio
recording of meeting (separately submitted to this Court on a USB device. Draft
minutes of the September 5, 2024, meeting show the time stamps of each action
taken and each speaker’s statements; The Public Hearing was closed at the
beginning of the meeting, followed by a Public Comment period. These minutes
were subsequently approved at the September 25, 2024, meeting.

Exhibit E [short form]: Official Records of September 5, 2024, Meeting.

Exhibit F: September 5" CFO Solid Waste budget figures. Two pages of the
documents submitted by the Chief Financial Officer at the September 5, 2024,
meeting listing information regarding the Solid Waste District budget; No
additional details were provided and the figures submitted were a simple
calculation of increasing the prior year’s revenue budget estimate by 50%.

Exhibit G: Resolution 24-37 In the Matter of Adopting the Final Operating Budget
and Setting Appropriation Authority for Fiscal Year 2024/2025; Formalizes
completion of the Budget process dated September 5, 2024.

Exhibit H: September 19, 2024, Agenda for a Special Meeting listing a discussion
of the Solid Waste program followed by action on Resolution 24-39: A resolution
for solid waste fee increases; No Public Hearing is listed, and no supporting
documents were posted 48 hours prior to the meeting as required.



Exhibit I: Cascade County Commission September 19, 2024, Official Meeting
Records, including draft meeting minutes, partial meeting transcript, and audio
recording of meeting (separately submitted to this Court on a USB device. Draft
minutes of the September 19, 2024, meeting show the time stamps of each action
taken and each speaker’s statements. These minutes were subsequently approved
at the October 8, 2024, meeting.

Exhibit I [short form]: Official Records of September 19, 2024, Meeting.

Exhibit J: Resolution 24-39 In the Matter of User Fee and Solid Waste Fee
Increases for the Cascade County Dump Sites approved at the September 19, 2024,
meeting, which is after Final Budget adoption; There is no reference to either
statute that governs increases for Fees per MCA Section 7-6-4013 or Assessments
per MCA Section 7-11-1025, both of which require a Public Hearing process.

Exhibit K: October 3, 2024, Agenda for Special Meeting listing another discussion
of the Solid Waste program followed by action on Resolution 24-43; A resolution
amending Resolution 24-39 clarifying the solid waste fee increases; No Public
Hearing is listed, and no supporting documents were posteéd 48 hours prior to the
meeting as required once again.

Exhibit L: Cascade County Commission October 3, 2024, Official Meeting
Records, including draft meeting minutes, partial meeting transcript, and audio
recording of meeting (separately submitted to this Court on a USB device). Draft
minutes of the October 3, 2024, meeting showing the time stamps of each action
taken and each speaker’s statements. These minutes were subsequently approved
at the October 22, 2024, meeting.

Exhibit M: Resolution 24-43 In the Matter of Amending Resolution 24-39
Clarifying User Fee and Solid Waste Fee Increases for the Cascade County Dump
Sites, approved at the October 3, 2024, meeting; Again, there is no reference to
either statute that governs increases for Fees per Section 7-6-4013, MCA, or
increases for Assessments per Section 7-11-1025, MCA, both of which require a
Public Hearing process.

Exhibit N: October 29, 2024, article from The Electric showing statements made
by Cascade County Treasurer Diane Heikkila that the 2024 Property Tax bills will
be substantially delayed.
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BEFUdL THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

CASCADE couNTv,__ R
STATE OF MONTANA:

TONE

L em

~ c‘-r

INn THE MATTER oF .

THE CREATION OF AL

SPECTAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
‘FOR. REFU $E DISPOSAL, -
CASCADE 'COUNTY, MONMTANA

r
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)
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} RESOLUTION OF -CREATION -
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P
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determ1ned that it is necessary to provide ‘for the creat1on of'd

e

'refuse d1sposa1 d1str1ct 1n Cascade County, Montana . to contro1

sgorage, co]]ectlon and d1sposa1 of refuse,_and o A.:wa“t

WHEREAS, a reso]ut1on of 1ntent1on t.,create such a d1str1ct ? R

co-extensive w1th ‘the boundarijes of Cascade County and 1nc1ud1ng a11
territory within said boundar1es except the 1ncorporated cities and

towns of Balt, Cascade, Great Fa11s and Ne1hart has been pub11shed i

I

for ten (10) consecut1ve days in a daily: newspaper of general c1\"r:u1aai

tion w1th1n said Cascade County and has been posted within the sa1d
Cascade County 1n three pub11c p]aces and has been‘transmitted to LKL ;
r [ | O L . N

the’ executlve heads’ of 1ncorporated c1t1es and toWns w1th1n the ﬂ;-e :

proposed distr1ct for cons1derat1on by the. respective c1ty or: town

councils; and : : o : _73 S r—53f~ﬁ f
HHEREAS said notice descrIbed the genera] characteristics of .

the coT]ect10n system w1th the est1mated costs, and des1gnated a

and operation of Lthe sa1d d1str1ct, and ‘!'—"j,f:b‘y
_ HHEREAS the sa1d not1ce Was pub11shed'beg1nn1ng Ju]y 29 1970
stated that a]l propertv owners cou]d f11e‘wr1tten protests jo“Ahe

1

creat1on of the said district with the Cascade County Clerk - &

Recorder on or before August 28, 1970 at f1ve o'clock P.M. and

- "'.J "y .,._‘1 [ -

-stated‘that a pub]lc hear1ng wou]d be he]d on September 4

.

tbe Dustrict courtroom in the City of Great Falls, Montana to

"1970 at} ‘1%

\"n

determ1ne “the sufficiency of such protests, and

[

“WHEREAS, very few prbtests were recejvhd by the Clerk and .
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13

18

R C M- -1947 as amended, and

' L {-‘-;;“
Recorder pr1or to the dead]1ne date and’very few protestants :

appeared at the hearing which was held on September 4, 1970 in the
D1str1ct Courtroom at the Court House in- Great Fa]Is, Montana, and:'

wHEREAS, protests were not made by the pwners of more than ‘F;E

f1fty percent of the family un1ts as def1ned by Sect1on 69 6005

NHEREAS the Comm1ss1oners have found;that the protests are {-

1nsuff1c1ent to terminate proceed1ngs to
U

and that therefore, they have acqu1red Ju[__d1ct1on to order

improvements under Section 69-6006, R. C.%M.?1947, as amended, andﬂﬂ.y

"has conformed with the mandates ofLSectjons 69-6001 t0-59-6011,”R;'J

)]

"'+ .- County, Montana’ as:those’ boundaries are defined‘from*

s omay_be_included within the -CASCADE” COUNTY RURAL 'SOLID
¢, 25 - WASTE DISTRICT upon resolution ‘ofitheir-respective

w4, the. -incorporated’ ‘citiés "and towns “of Belt, Cascade:, Great:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Cascade County,3Mont$na;

C. M. 1947 as amended in other particulars preparatory and prior “'“
to the creat1on of a refuse d1sposa1 d1str1ct as deschbed heretn, Q

and it 1s the des1re and 1ntent1on of theisa1d Board of County

Comm1ss1oners to create a refuse d1sposa‘

o

d1str1ct under the terms=5

of Sec%1on 69-6006 R. C.'M., 1947 as amendeds'i

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved”by(The Board Of

Commissioners 0Of Cascade County, State C Montana, as f011ows N

1.A refuse disposal district, to be:known as the CASCADE
RURAL SOLID WASTE DISTRICT, be andy tahereby 1s,
created and estab]ished : _ .

2. A Board of D1rectors be, and. it fanhereby is estab]1shed to
govern the CASCADE’ COUNTY RURAL SOLID WASTE DISTRICT.  The”

.., . Board of Directors shall consist: of the City- County Board
: ;of Hea]th of Cascade County, Montana c e )

At'lB;_The boundar1es of the. Cascade County Rura1 So11d waste LT
# District shall -be the same ‘as the:'boundaries-of..Cascade toe

ws time to.time insthe, Rev1sed1Codes “of Montanais and_ ,
"shall. exc1ude ‘the” areas “defined- by ‘the’ boundar1es fof i

~Falls and ‘Neihart, as”those bounddries are from"time to 7
. time des1gnated . These .incorporated:cities and. towns

».councils and a“transmission-of thelsaid. resolution to ;-
- the.Board of County Commissionérsiand upon publication . i< -
" of a resolution of.intention ondiof the concurrence .. ..
thérein by the said city or town  council according o ot

the statutes 1n such cases, made d'prov1ded ;
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."The collection service of tF“ D1str1ct shall be

scheduled and accomplished a’s the Board of Directors

may from time to time determiney. when disposal sites .
-are not reasonab]y accessible,. ¥
-d1sposed 1n bulk storage fac111t1e

use shall be

5. .-The cost of the services prOV1de :by the d1str1ct

shall be met by an assessment 1ewied upon each.
household within the district atia:rate of from

~75¢ to $1.85 per household per mowth' as such
~assessment shell he required; an- adigstmept for

..
e
o,

T A

LS .......-'*........._,;;:_‘..‘ o :a;_..___-'

Colbutiness - firms-widl. ve made by the Board of | D1rectors

based on volume of waste produced;: this -assessment
shall be used to defray the cost ‘of maintenance and

- operation of ‘the district, and the initial cost of

purchasing land and equipment; _that portion of the
fee used to defray the initial cost of purchasing
land and equipment shall be applied in equal

installments over a period not to exceed twenty years,

In case the Board of D1rectors shou]d establish a
program for disposal of refuse on]y, those who

utilize such a program and do not' participate in- both-

collection and disposal services,"shall be assessed
at a rate not to exceed one-half of the fee for'both

collection and disposal of a party s1m11ar1y s1tuated.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

RESOLUTION INCREASING THE RN TO COMMISSION
FEES OF THE CASCADE COUNTY RETU
RURAL SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - RESOLUTION 12-60

WHEREAS, pursuant to Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Section 7-1-203, MCA, the
Board of Cascade County Commissioners (Commissioners) assumed the duties as the
governing bady for the Cascade County Solid Waste District on November 27, 2007, and

WHEREAS, the cost of the services is met by an assessment upon each individual
household and business within the District, and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners may assess costs of running the District based upon the
character, kind, and quality of services, taking into consideration the nature of the
property or entity assessed, and

WHEREAS, pursvant to MCA Section 7-11-1025, the Commissioners must annually
estimate the cost of operating the County Solid Waste District and adopt a resolution
specifying the total Solid Waste District assessment, in an amount equal to the annual
cost of the program, and

WHEREAS, notice of a proposed 33.3% increase in the solid waste disposal fees was
published on Augpst 19 and August 26, 2012, informing the public that the proposed
assessments were available for review at the office of the County Commissioners, 325 2™
N., Great Falls, MT 59401, and that a public hearing on the proposed assessments would
be hcld on August 31, 2012, and

WHEREAS, it is Commissioners’ intent to conduct the review of the increase in sofid
waste assessments in conjunction with the County’s general budgeting process, as
authorized by MCA Section 7-11-1025(6), and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 31, 2012, to consider objections to the
adoption of a resolution finalizing the proposed increases in solid waste fee assessments,
and

WHEREAS, after evaluating the data presented by staff and at the public hearing the
Commissioners believe that the fees set forth at Attachment A are necessary and

appropriate,

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County
Commissioners of Cascade County, Montana, that the fees of the Cascade County Rural

m——— = . ————— — - —— -— —-
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Solid Waste District for the period July 1, 2012 to June 20, 2013 shall be set according to
the fee schedule at Attachment A.

Dated this 3 1st day of August, 2012

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF CASCADE COUNTY

Bill Salina, Commissioner

ATTEST

RO

On this 4‘“’ day of %F ’ , 2012, L hereby attest the above-written si gnatores of t&e F ¥
oners. .- . o

Cascade County Commiss

L
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FY2013
33%

Current Unit Increase FY20i3
Code Description Current Charpe Increase New Unit Rate
10i  Cabin 30.00 10.00 40.00
201  Two Cabins 45.00 15.00 60.00
202  Small Clubs 4500 15.00 60.00
204  Low Income 45,00 15.00 60.00
205  Post Office 45.00 15.00 60.00
206 Church 4500 15.00 60.00
207 6 months only house 45.00 15.00 60.00
301  Regutar House ' 90.00 30.00 120.00
302  Trailer House 90.00 3000 120.00
304  Smsll Office 90.00 30.00 120.60
402  House & Post Office 135.00 45.00 180.00
403  Church & Parsonage 135.00 45.00 130.00
404  House & Low Income House 135.00 45.00 180.00
405 House & 2 Cabins 150.00 50.00 200.00
50!  Two Houses or 2-Small Offices 180.00 59.00 239.00
502  Two Trailers 180.00 59.00 239.00
503  House & Smal] Office 130.0D 59.00 239.00
505  House & Trailer 180.00 59.00 239.00
508 House & 5 Motel Units 180.00 59.00 239.00
509  Commericai Business 180,00 59.00 239.400
511 Vet Clinic 180.00 . 59.00 23900
513  Equipment Company 180.00 59.00 239.00
514  Serv Station/ Garage/Junk Yard 180.00 59.00 239.00
515  Lumber Campany 180.00 59.00 239.00
516  Packing Plant or Feedlot 180.00 59.00 239.00
517  Radio or Television Station 180.00 59.00 239.00
520  Cascade Industrial Properties 180.00 59.00 239.00
B02  Two Units 180.00 59.00 239.00
9001  School District #85 268.00 88.00 356.00
701  Three Houses 270.00 89.00 359.00
705  Three Apartments 270.00 89.00 359.00
708  House & Commerical Business 270.00 89.00 359.00
709 House & Vet Clinic 27000 89.00 359.00
77  CarDealer 270.00 . 89.60 359.00
719  Bar 270.00 89.00 359.00
720  Restaurant or Café 270.00 85.00 359.00
721  Trucking Company 270.00 8%.00 359.60
722 ConstMFEGT/ or DOR Industsial 270.00 89.00 359.00
723  Grocery/Butcher/Mini Mart 270.00 89.00 359.00
724  Wholesale Store 270.00 39.00 359.00
803  Three Units 270.00 89.00 359.00
804  Onpe House three Apartments 360.00 119.00 479.00
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904  Motel with 20 Units 360.00 119.00 479.060

9902 School Distict #5 & #74 402.00 133.00 535400
805  Five Units 450.00 149.00 599.00
806  Six Units 54000 178.00 718.00
811 Bar & Café/Bar&Store/Bar&Rest 54000 178.00 718.00
807  Seven Units 630.00 208.00 838.00
310  House/Bar&Café, Bar&Rest 630.00 2(08.00 833.00
808  One House & Construction Company 720.00 23800 958.00

9904 St of MT, Sun River School 1,074.00 354.00 1,428.00

9905  School District #3 1,209.00 399.00 1,608.00

9306  Pleasant Valley Colony 1,253.00 413.00 1,666.00

9910  Quiet Day Manor 1,727.00 570.00 2,297.00

9907  Big Stone & Fairhaven Colony 1,879.00 620.00 2,499.00

9908 Cascade Colony 2,148.00 709.00 2,857.00

9909  Smith Loren, D 2,207.00 72800 2,935.00

Cut of District Permits 110.00 36.00 146.00
Pay per punch 2.50 1.00 3.50
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Search Results for Solid from 07/01/2024 to 07/31/2024
<4 Return to Previous

Main Calendar
L . .

Discussion on Solid Waste Program - Commission
July 17, 2024, 11:30 AM -12:30 PM @ Commission Chambers

More Details

Discussion on Solid Waste Price Increases - Commission
July 26, 2024, 8:30 AM-9:30 AM @ Commission Chambers

More Details

Site Map  Accessibility  Copyright Notices  Privacy Policy

Terms of Use
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Cascade County

Special Commission Meeting
September 5, 2024 @ 10:30 a.m.

Commission Chambers, Room 105
325 2™ Avenue North, Great Falls, MT

The Board of Cascade County Commissioners wifl be broadcasting the Commission Meeting via Zoem.
Webinar participants must register in advance for the Commission Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NbXNbObhTVmLZxU277Nw-A
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar,
If you need dial in access: 888 788 0099 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5247 (Toll Free) Webinar ID: 811 1871 5640 Passcode: 437078

Please note the Agenda order is tentative and subject to change by the Board without prior notice.
Therefore, members of the public are encouraged to be in attendance at the time the meeting is scheduled to begin.
Public comment during public participation is limited to 2 maximum seven (7) minutes.

Call to Order Chair James Larson
Pledge of Allegiance

Close Budget Hearing for FY2025 Proposed Budget

Public Hearing

Resolution 24-35: Resolution Establishing FY 2024/2025 Elected Officials’ Salaries
Resolution 24-36: Rural Lighting Districts Assessments for Fiscal Year 2024/2025
Resolution 24-37: Adopting a Budget for Fiscal Year 2024/2025

Resolution 24-38: Setting of Cascade County Tax Mill Levies for Fiscal Year 2024/2025

1. Motion to Approve or Disapprove
Resolution 24-35: Resolution Establishing FY 2024/2025 Elected Officials’ Salaries

2, Motion to Appreve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-36: Rural Lighting Districts Assessments for Fiscal Year 2024/2025

3. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-37: Adopting a Budget for Fiscal Year 2024/2025

4, Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-38: Setting of Cascade County Tax Mill Levies - Fiscal Year 2024/2025

5. Public comment on any public matter that is not on the meeting agenda, and that is within the
Commissioners’ jurisdiction. (MCA 2-3-143)

6. Adjournment
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Montana
GANNETT

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

CLASSIFIED CAS CTY COMMISSION//
Cas Cty Commission//Classified

325 2Nd Ave N Ste 103

Great Falls MT 39401-2517

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Great Falls Tribune, a daily newspaper of general circulation
in Cascade County, State of Montana, and personal knowledge of
the facts herein state and that the nolice hereto annexed was
Published in said newspapers in the issue: '

08/18/2024, 0812512024

and that the fees chargad are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before an 08/25/2024

Tegal Clerk ’%’ﬂ | 7
i el

Notary. State of WA, County of Brown

Y

My commission expires

Publication Cost: $100.50

Tax Amount: $0.00

Payment Cost: $1060.50

Order No: 10479017 # of Copies:
Customer No: 1251215 1

PO #:

THIS IS NOT AN INVQICE!

Please do not use this formn for payment reminance.

KATHLEEN ALLEN
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin

PO Box 632086 Cincinnati, OH 45263-2096

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
Flscal Year 2025 Proposed Budget Hearlngs

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the Boord of County
Commissioners of Cascode County, Montono, has
completed the praoposed Budgetl for Coscode County,
Manteno for the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 ond scid budoet
will be placed on file in the County Commission office
locoted at the Courthouse Annex, 325 Second Avenue
North, Room 111, Great Falls, Montano ond be open for
inspection during regular business hours, commencing
Monday, August 25, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.

The Public Heoring will open on Moanday, August 26, 2024
at 9:00 o.m. ond will continue from day fo day threugh
Thursday, September 5, 2024, During this time onv
taxpoyer moy oppear ond be heard for or agoinst any
acrt of said budget, prior to the fime of fixing tax fevies
ond setting a finol budget for Fiscal Year %24-2025. The
Public Hearing is for all funds, including, but not limited

to:
County-Wide Mill Levied Funds
County Road & Reserves Mill Levied Funds
County Rural Mill Levied Funds
Permissive Medical Levied Funds
Sheriff Retirement System Mills
Lighting Maintenance Districts

The Board of County Commissioners will conduct a
Special Meeting on Thursday, September 5, 2024 at 10:30
a.m. in the Commission Chambers, Room 11}, Courthoyse
Annex, 325 Second Avenue North, Greot Fells, Menlano
to conclude the Public Hearing, ond toke appropriate
action to adopt the Coscade County Budget for Fiscol
Year 2024-2025 and fix the 1ax levies.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

James L. Larson, Chair
Joe Briggs, Commissioner
Rae Grulkowski, Commissioner
810479017 August 18, 25, 2024 MNAXL P
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CASCADE COUNTY SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING
September 5, 2024
CHAMBERS MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
10:30 AM

Commission
Journal #64

Notice: Pursuant to MCA 2-3-212(1), the official record of the minutes of the
meeting is in audio form, located at cascadecountymt.gov and the Clerk and
Recorders Office. This is a written record of the meeting to reflect all the proceeding
of the Board. MCA 7-2-2611 (2) (b). Timestamps are indicated below, in red, and
will direct you to the precise location should you wish to. review a specific agenda
item audio segment. This written record is in draft form unt11 officially approved on
September 24, 2024. - .

Cascade County Commission: Commissioner Jim Larson, Commissioner Joe
Briggs, and Commissioner Rae Grulkowski -

Staff: Trista Besich, Carey Ann Halght Bonnie Fogerty, and Marlon Kieckbusch
Public Attendance: Richard Irvmg, Diane Brien, Cynt;hla Fike, Mary Embleton,
Jenn Gallmeier, James J. Fenner; Mark Wmters and Brooke Winters.

Zoom Attendees: April McLean, DH,, John Jdohn, Mandy Grams, None Ya, The
Electric, Guest, Dv, Terry Thompson, Guest, Guest, .

Chairman Larson antiounced the special meeting item of business. 00:20

Close Budget Hearmg for FY2025 Proposed Budget

Chairman Larson closed the recess from the August 26, 2024, Public Hearing at
10:34 a.m.

Public Comment on the Proposed Budge

Mark Winters spoke. 02:51 (See Exhibit A)

Comments by the Commission. 11:17-22: 42

Mary Embleton spoke. 25: 01

Comments by the'Commission. 28:44-41:00

James Fenner spoke. 41:19.

Close to the Public Hearing:

Chairman Larson closed the Public Hearing at 11:17:18 a.m.

Open new Public Hearing:

Chairman Larson opened the new Public Hearing at 11:17:26 a.m.

Public Hearing

Resolution 24-35: Resolution Establishing FY 2024/2025 Elected Officials’ Salaries
44:40

Resolution 24-36: Rural Lighting Districts Assessments for Fiscal Year 2024/2025
45:08
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Resolution 24-37: Adopting a Budget for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 45:16
Resolution 24-38: Setting of Cascade County Tax Mill Levies for Fiscal Year
2024/2025 45:28

Waive Reading of Public Notice:

The reading of the Public Notice was waived without objection. 45:42
(See Exhibit B)
Trista Besich read the Budget Summary. 46:18
Commissioner Grulkowski commented. 1:02:02 -
Comments by Staff and Commissioners. 1:35:00.
Chairman Larson called for a short break at i2;Q9. p.m.
Return from break at 12:19 p.m. '

Call for Proponents:

Chairman Larson called for Proponents three times with no response. 1:37:15

Call for Opponents:

Chairman Larson Called for Opponents one tlme 1:37:39
Mark Winters spoke. 1:37:47 '

Mary Embleton spoke. 1:39:18

Chairman Larson called for Opponents tw1ce more with no further response.

1:43:52

Call for Informational Witnesses:

Chairman Larson called for Informational W1tnesses three times with no
response, 1i44:04

Close to Public Meeting:
Chairman Larson closed the Public Hearing at 12:27 p.m.

Return to Agenda for-Action:
1. Motion to Approve or Disapprove
Resolution 24-35: Resolution Establishing FY 2024/2025 Elected Officials’
Salaries 1:45:26
Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION that the Commission approve Resclution
24-35 Establishing FY 2024/2025 Elected Official’s Salary, effective July 1, 2024.
1:45:30
Commissioner Grulkowski commented. 1:46:47
Mary Embleton spoke. 1:46:35
Motion carries 3-0. 1:47:41
2. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-36: Rural Lighting Districts Assessments for Fiscal Year
2024/2025 1:48:57
Commissioner Grulkowski made a MOTION that the Commission approve
Resolution 24-36, to levy and assess upon all property within designated rural




improvement lighting districts the costs of maintaining the lighting district effective
on the 2024/2025 tax levy. 1:48:1
Motion carries 3-0. 1:48:48
Motions numbers 3 and 4 were switched during the discussion.
4.  Motion to Apnrove or Disapprove;
Resolution 24-38: Setting of Cascade County Tax Mill Levies - Fiscal Year
2024/2025. 1:49:08
Commissioner Grulkowski made a MOTION that the Commission approve 24-38:
Setting of the Cascade County Tax Mills for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 1:49:16
Motion carries 3-0. 1:49:48

3. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-37: Adopting a Budget for Flscal Year 2024/2025 1:49:59

Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION that the commission approve Resolution
#24-37: Adopting the Fiscal Year 2025 budget for Cascade County. 1:50:10
Commissioners and Staff discussion. 1:50: 39-1 52: 45

Mary Embleton spoke. 1:53:16. .

Mark Winters spoke. 1:56:54 .- -

Commissioners and Staff dlscussmn 1:57:31-2: 02 21

Commissioner Briggs revised the MOTION to read that the Commission approve
Resolution 24-37, adopting the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget for Cascade County, with
the amendment to Resolutmn 24-37, replacing the word Appropriation with Budget
Authority and with the striking of the place holder within the Library Funding of
$40,000 Expense Fundmg 2:02: _39

Motion carries 2-1 with’ COmmi's'sioners' Larson and Briggs voting for and
Commlssxoner Grulkowsk1 votmg against. 2:03:31

Pubhc comment on any pubhc matter that is not on the meeting agenda,
and that i xs within the’ Cammnssmners jurisdiction. (MCA 2-3-103): None

Adjournment: Chairman Larson adjourned the special meeting at 12:47 p.m.



Cascade County Commission Meeting — September 5, 2024
Partial Transcript (Generated by Microsoft Word®)

Meeting 09-05-2024.mp3

00:00:13Speaker 1

OK. Thank you. Hey, good morning, everyone.

00:00:14Speaker

Good morning,

00:00:24Speaker 1

We will have got a number of things here to go over this moring, so I will call this meeting.
00:00:32Speaker 1

Special Commission meeting to order.

00:00:36Speaker 1

If you all stand and join me in the.

00:00:38Speaker 1

Pledge of Allegiance.

00:00:43Speaker 3

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. Thank you.
00:00:45Speaker 2

Of the United States of America stands one nation under God, individual justice.
00:01:05Speaker 1

So at this time.

00:01:10Speaker 1

We have been in recess of the.

00:01:14Speaker 1

Fiscal year 2025 budget public hearing.

00:01:21Speaker 1

From.

00:01:22Speaker 1

From that special Commission meeting of August 26th of 2024.
00:01:29Speaker 1

UM.

00:01:33Speaker 1

The budget.

00:01:35Speaker 1

Has been open here in the Commission since that time.

00:01:42Speaker 1

Since August 26th and so.

00:01:46Speaker 1

Today is the day that we.

00:01:50Speaker 1

I'll try to get this thing closed up.
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[00:01:54 — 00:24:39 OMITTED]

00:24:44Speaker 1. o

OK. Any other public comments?

00:24:58Speaker 5

Good morning, commissioners.

00:24:59Speaker 1

Good morning. Good morning,

00:25:00Speaker 5

Mary Embleton, 74 2nd St.

00:25:03Speaker 5

I apologize for being linked;

00:25:05Speaker 5

I'm not quite.

00:25:06Speaker 5 _ ) ) . _
Sure. Where we're at in the in the process. So we for or against or what we're we're,
00:25:12Speaker 1 ) L
We're just having public comment on the open budget that was out here.
00:25:16Speaker 5

This is just so.

00:25:17Speaker 5 _ . _,

We're really varying varying from the normal process.

00:25:17Speaker 3

Yeah. ‘

00:25:21Speaker 1 o )

We will have some more when we get into the regular:
00:25:25Speaker 5 )

OK, so this is subject to the 7 minutes I hope.

00:25:25S8peaker 1

Meeting.

00:25:28Speaker 6

Yeah.

00:25:29Speaker 5 o ]

Because that should be my predecessor and I commend.
00:25:34Speaker2

Mr. Winters on his thorough.

00:25:36Speaker 5, ) ‘ . o o
Evaluation of some of the highlights of this I am extremely frustrated with this process. It's
varied so much from the established processes. I don't know why.
00:25:49Speaker 5 o o -

There shouldn't be a. There should have been any variation.
00:25:538peaker 5

There was not an opportunity to review.

00:25:58Speaker 5 _

Any updated information?

00:26:01Speaker 5

So 11 am protesting that,
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00:26:06Speaker 5

That's one of the reasons I was late I was.

00:26:085peaker 2

Trying to go over.

00:26:10Speaker 5 ‘

The massive amounts of material that it requires,

00:26:15Speaker 5

To kind of get an informed.

00:26:18Speaker 5

Opinion.

00:26:208peaker 5

Asyoucantell.

00:26:22 Speaker 5 o _ i S
Mr. Winters even had the wrong final number. I believe the final number is over $109 million
budget.

00:26:308peaker 5

UM. - N

00:26:32Speaker 5

The informatton was.

00:26:35Speaker 5

Very sketchy, not complete at all:

00:26:40Speaker 5

The mills.

00:26:41Speaker S

Don't look right.

00:26:43Speaker 5

There's various other.

00:26:47Speaker 5 )

Problems with this budget, so.

00:26:51Speaker 5 _ -

This isn't ready and do the solid waste after the fact.

00:26:55Speaker 5 ) .
That's unacceptable, too. That's your recording. The statute. All of this.
00:26:59Speaker 5

Has to be done by the time budget.

00:27:01Speaker 5

And all you have to do an actual modification. So if you're gomg to do that, then you better take
the 50% out of this budget until you decide decide what you're going to do. You already
bankrupt solid waste. That's unacceptable:

00:27:17Speaker 5 )

What? What's the hold up. What are the problems here?
00:27:22Speaker 5 _

To me it looks like it's a competency,

00:27:25Speaker 5

Catching the compensation board,

00:27:29Speaker 5
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The.

00:27:30Speaker 9 o

Salaries for the elected officials.

00:27:33Speaker 5 ) )

That's just incompetency. That resolution is typically done.

00:27:39Speaker 5 o ] ]

At the conclusion of the compensation board meeting, which was when?
00:27:485peaker 6 . )

I'd have to look for the exact date, but it was in May may 3 1st that time.

00:27:54Speaker 5

Plenty of’

00:27:54Speaker 5

To have that resolution.

00:27:57Speaker 5

Ready to go whenever.

00:28:00Speaker 2

What's the problem?

00:28:04Speaker 5 )

And and I also see where look:

00:28:06Speaker 5 ) . o

The one thing I did mention that I was able to catch.

00:28:10Speaker 10

On.

00:28:13Speaker 5 i )

On the budget about the transferring the match dollars.

00:28:17Speaker 5 ) )

For the EMT grant, that wasn't corrected, that needs to be corrected. That can't come from
emergency medical services. That's a special revenue fund. It is not to be used.
00:28:30Speaker 5 ‘ i
For federal grant match dollars for emergency services, for for the whole DES program.
00:28:38Speaker 5

It's unacceptable that won't work.

00:28:40Speaker 5

Last year.

00:28:42Speaker 6

Well.

00:28:43Speaker 5

Give me an explanation.

00:28:43Speaker 6 ) ) )

After you raised the issue, I checked with the. There's now a a individual at Maaco who is a past
CFO of Lewis and Clark County. Who is the Technical Support person on that and I ran your
concerns by her and she confirmed that there is nothing wrong,

00:29:04Speaker 6 o - i
With what we are doing, so there's a difference of opinion between you and Nancy about what is
appropriate. )

00:29:11Speaker 5
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OK! ‘

00:29:13Speaker 6

But I did check on.

00:29:14Speaker 5

Now, why was she CFO?

00:29:17Speaker 6 ]

15 years, something like that.

00:29:27Speaker 5

No. _

00:29:27Speaker 5 ) L

Necessarily the county, but the government accounting, so I suppose it's open for;
00:29:35Speaker 5 i m 7 o o ]
Interpretation, just like everything else, but I still disagree. Why? Very why? Why deviate from
what had?

00:29:42Speaker 5

Been past practice.

00:29:44Speaker 5 i o o ) )

With the general fund, what was the what was the thinking last year?

00:29:48Speaker6 o i i ) ‘
The thinking was because we try very hard to make the tax statements representative of where
the money is actually being spent.

00:29:55S8peaker 6 ) _ o

And so we had a large transfer coming out of the general fund makes it look like it's general
government when we have an account we already tax for DES as a specific line item within our
tax structure. So for transparency purposes, so when somebody looks at their tax bill, they
actually know what DES is,

00:30:15Speaker 6 . ) ‘ )

Is costing. It makes more sense to move those mills to DES because they're all within the county
wide flex mix.

00:30:23Speaker 6 ) i o

That's a that's an arbitrary discrimination that we use. We could be like other jurisdictions and
just bill taxpayers and a total amount,

00:30:33Speaker 6 _ _ o )

For county wide mills, we choose to not do that. We break it up so that people can see where
their money is going;

00:30:39Speaker 6 o _ N “ ) o
And by transferring from the General Fund on a routine basis to cover part of the costs of DEF:
00:30:44Speaker 6 '

Yes:

00:30:46Speaker 6 ) ) o o ‘
We're blurring how much of the money is actually going to DES. That was my logic why I
changed that from being a transfer out of the.

00:30:53Speaker 6

General fund to.

00:30:54Speaker 6 o o

Being a direct allocation of mills from the county wide mills into DES.
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00:31:00Speaker S o

So then what was your reasoning for again last year transferring quite a few little mills from
health department up into Rd. materials where I see Rd. materials is operating in the red ended
up in the red cash balance last?

00:31:17Speaker 5

Year.

00:31:18Speaker 5

No. )

00:31:19Speaker 5

Easily for that.

00:31:20Speaker 6 3 _

Actually you asked that question last year and I'll give you the same answer,

00:31:26Speaker 6 i ‘

The city of Great Falls many years ago,

00:31:30Speaker 6 o S ) ) )

Locked their allocation towards the city County Health Department to be $250,000. The county
residents, those who live outside the city of Great Falls, have been making up that difference
every year as the cost of the health department have increased. So the city residents, the 60,000
people in the city, have only been paying $250,000.

00:31:51Speaker 6

Year towards the health.

00:31:54Speaker 6 o ) o

The 23 thousand of us who live in the county have been paying over $1,000,000 a year in our
taxes to support the city county health.

00:32:028peaker 6 ) .

So last year what I did is I took the $250,000 contribution that the City made,

00:32:08Speaker 6 ) i

Created, transferred that down to be a per capita contribution. So of the 60,000 people in this in
the city we're paying and I don't remember what the math works out off the top of my head,
60,000 people in the in the city were paying only $250,000. So I made that up per capita. So the
rural people only paid the same per capita.

00:32:30Speaker 6 3 )
Out of rural mills and the general fund made-up the rest of it because I thought that was far more
fair than continuing this long period of time where the city residents are being subsidized by the
county residents.

00:32:44Speaker 6 o o )
That's that same reason why that was done last year that I explained to you at the meeting is the
same reason it was done this year.

00:32:51Speaker 2

So.

00:32:51Speaker 5 ‘

The burden was shifted.

00:32:53Speaker 5

From away from health to roads.

00:32:56Speaker 6 ) ) o )

It has nothing to do with that, because the roads were the roads were getting a backfill out of the
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general fund.

00:33:04Speaker 6 _ L

This is a different issue, but yes, but the money that when you were doing the budget, we were
overcharging the people outside the city limits for the health department and then we were using
general fund money to bolster the road department. What I did is I evened up bow much was
coming out of the rural mills,

00:33:22Speaker 6 i X - _

For the people outside the sitting rooms, paying and instead of the money coming out of the
general fund to bolster roads, those mills in the rural fund went to bolster roads, which is far
more appropriate than using general fund money.

00:33:36Speaker 5

However, the general fund.

00:33:38S5peaker 5

Still heavily subsidizing. Well. Yeah. No, I didn't see a much lesser extent. So, but that's you
know that those are the questions that the public doesn't have any idea. So now if if the health
department. ,

00:33:56Speaker 5

Now has.

00:33:59Speaker 5

A higher burden to meet with.

00:34:02Speaker 5

Making sure that it gets enough money, but I didn't see that $1,000,000 being subsidized from
the account from the general Fund.

00:34:12Speaker 5

To them. _

00:34:14Speaker 5 _

I didn't see an equitable transfer of subsidy.

00:34:19Speaker 5 o

From general to the health department to make up that difference,

00:34:23Speaker 5

So how so? There must be having to make itup ina dlfferent way and I would just. And so how
are they making a difference?

00:34:31Speaker 6 ) _ o 7 )

From, well, there's a. There's a couple of different partial answers to that question. #1 the reserve
level of the mill funds this year was going to exceed 33 1/3% in the health department.
00:34:44Speaker 6 i ) ] o

And so we reduced how much is going into the health department. That's a combination of
longer term savings.

00:34:51Speaker 6 L i o

And as you know, the health department has a lot of deliverable grants.

00:34:56Speaker 6 ) ) i i

And so the money comes in in big chunks. One of the things that happened is and over the course
of the last couple of years, we've gotten.

00:35:03Speaker 6 N _ . ) o

An extremely large amount of money from the federal government for immunizations, which
they need to burn down.
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00:35:11Speaker 6 i

Because it's some of it's ARPA based money!

00:35:14Speaker 6 o _

And so this year, there is an intentional effort to burn down the monies that have to be expended
before the end of the year so we don't get into a,

00:35:24Speaker 6 )

A deal next year of where they've got to spend it.

00:33:28Speaker 6

And they don't spend it well.

00:35:30Speaker 6 ' o

So basically the cost of all the immunizations, because now we're having to pay for )
immunizations during COVID immunizations were free from the federal government, so there _
was a basically an unrecognized subsidy coming into the health department in that regard. Now,
the Health Department has to purchase all those immunizations,

00:35:49Speaker 6 ) ‘

And so that will burn down some of those immunizations, specifically required funds that have
to be spent. _

00:335:57Speaker 6 _ o ‘
And then, like I said, just in general, their reserves were getting over the legal limit. So we had to
make an adjustment in how many mills we gave them this year in order to keep from violating
that law.

00:36:09Speaker 5

This club, as I had coached.

00:36:12Speaker 5 ) o

During my tenure year, anytime we would approach, which wouldn't happen often:
00:36:17Speaker 5

The. )

00:36:19Speaker 5 ‘ , _

Reserve limitation. Then you increase the appropriations and move that money over into capital
reserves. That's how you build capital reserves. When was the last time the health department got
any?

00:36:32Speaker 5 o

Increase in their capital reserves,

00:36:36Speaker 5

Doesn't.

00:36:38Speaker 5 ) _

So fundamentally, there's there's been too much shifting, in my opinion of these fundings.
00:36:47Speaker 5 ) )

With your direction and not with a lot of input from other people who know are.
00:36:51Speaker 5

Knowledgeable about this stuff.

00:36:53Speaker 9

To.

00:36:55Speaker 5 ' ) o

To come up with whatever political statement they're making and not being this one with the
health department, was a political statement for the fact that the city hasn't been contributing its
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fair share to the health,
00:37:10Speaker 5

So that's what I have to éay about that, There are other issues. So I'm thinking that this budget is
not even false, being ready for finalization. And I do believe that it needs further review and.

00:37:28Speaker 5 .

Again, I protest that there was not.
00:37:31Speaker 5 o X .
Information posted when when was the when were they?
00:37:36Speaker 5 )

Nothing was posted to the website.
00:37:40Speaker 8

Last yesterday.

00:37:42Speaker 5

What time?

00:37:44Speaker 9

Get back to you.

00:37:46Speaker 5

It had to been last night.

00:37:49Speaker 5

Because I check:

00:37:51Speaker 5 o

At 8:00 and it wasn't there last night.
00:37:52Speaker 2

Yeah.

00:37:54Speaker 8

38.

00:37:58Speaker 9 i S o
Are you talking? Are you talking the resolutions are you talking?
00:37:58Speaker 5

Get in.

00:38:00Speaker 5 o

Yeah, all the supporting documents.
00:38:03Speaker 5

Typically.

00:38:03Speaker 8 o

All I had was the resolutions, no.
00:38:07Speaker 1

That, that those.

00:38:10Speaker 1 B B
That public comment can come to in the next part.
00:38:13Speaker !

Of the meeting.

00:38:14Speaker I

This we're talking about the open budget.
00:38:16Speaker

OK,
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00:38:19Speaker 5

Not enough information to be able to thoroughly analyze it, so better be better ]ob than in the
future.

00:38:28Speaker 8

Mary, 1 do want to comment on your health department issue. 1 did visit with that department
head.

00:38:34Speaker 8

Because I see some concerns there as well, and T understand, Commissioner Briggs, what we did
last year with that.

00:38:41Speaker 8

But there is a reserve of elght about 8 to $900,000, and that is COVID money that that she is
going to work with this year. But then nextyear we are shie is concerned about and.
00:38:55Speaker 8

We are Concemed about now the uE&'ﬁ.}l de‘pcﬂ'ﬁﬁcm Will udvc

00:39:00Speaker 8

We'll maintain, So I think this gets us through this coming this fiscal year. But next year, yeah,
there's some things that have to definitely be addressed and and using the capltal fund is
something that the department had it already had addressed as well your reasoning
00:39:20Speaker 8

To bank there start banking there.

00:39:24Speaker 8

So your your ideas are spot on with what I hear from our department.

00:39:31Speaker 2

Thank you. Thank you.

00:39:33Speaker 5 ) i i B

And solid waste. That's going to have it should have been done by now. Should have been done.
We knew for years that:

00:39:41Speaker 10

The solid waste.

00:39:43Speaker 5

Has been. '

00:39:45Speaker 5 o

Meeting review the whole program, the whole program.

00:39:50Speaker 5

Needs to be.

00:39:50Speaker 5 ) o i )
Reviewed and that's a process and I'm not sure anyone here is familiar with that process. Maybe
Joe, I don't know. When was the last time now?

00:40:00Speaker 5

That's $120.00 a year, and if it's a solid.

00:40:05Speaker 5

And if the distro.

00:40:07Speaker 5 )

Then there are certain rights that must be followed and.

00:40:13Speaker 5

When it can be used, how to do it?
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00:40:17Speaker 5

We got to use.

00:40:18Speaker 5 o

More research online you see where they have already.

00:40:21Speaker 3 ‘ o ) o

Reviewed there and send it correctly with the with the resolution of the.

00:40:28Speaker 5

And in the public hearing,

00:40:29S5peaker 5

To make sure that the public is.

00:40:31 Speaker 10 ]

Fully aware of what that's going to.

00:40:33Speaker 5

Be soyou.

00:40:33Speaker 5

Better take that 50% out of,

00:40:35Speaker 5,

This because that's:

00:40:37Speaker 5 = | ] e

That is now, then presenting away overly inflated budget and I'm not sure you can do a 50%
increase all at once at one time for a special assessment district!

00:40:52Speaker 1

Thank you. Thank you any other.

00:40:56Speaker 1

Public comments.

00:41:00Speaker 7

Good morning,

00:41:02Speaker 1

Try to stay within 7 minutes and.

00:41:04Speaker 7

Yes, Sir, I will.

00:41:05Speaker 6

Try to make short 3 as possible.

00:41:07Speaker 3

Thank you.

00:41:09Speaker 7

My name is James Benner. My address is 1538 4th Ave. Northwest APT 2. I just had a few
questions. I did put in a foyer request for financials regarding Montana Expo Park. Year after
year. I owes see the.

00:41:28Speaker 7

Generated revenue, but I do not see the operating expenses.

00:41:33Speaker 7

And without the operating expenses, I don't have a clear idea or bottom line of what was made as
far as profitability. It's kind of like left in the dark. You know, as if you like, go in front of a
judge and they ask you something and it's very one sided.
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[00:41:52 — 01:03:25 OMITTED]

Was is in. This budget is going to increase the cost of that library operation.

01:03:32Speaker 6

Uhm,

01:03:34Speaker 6

Historically, we have well go back before Belt became.

01:03:40Speaker 6

And in a library that that we no longer supply staffing for.

01:03:44Speaker 6

We always had to increase our annual expenditures a little bit to compensate for the increase in
this compensation.

01:03:54Speaker 6

The town of Belt, of course, is now in that position because they are the employer of the librarian
out there. And so the mayor has asked if we can increase how much we give them. Basically
cover is increasing costs on employment and health insurance.

01:04:11Speaker 6

I think it's a I think it's a natural issue.

01:04:16Speaker 6

So when we were had mills and this, this is in the budget that's been on display for over a week.
01:04:25Speaker 6

We basically took the increase in the value of the mill.

01:04:29Speaker 6 .

And provided that into the library fund so that those funds could be expanded to cover the the
increasing costs of the compensation for the librarians at the two rural libraries.
01:04:42Speaker 6 ]

And historically, we've just tried to balance that we give built the same amount of money in
aggregate that we give Cascade, said. Bill no longer has a financial or no longer has an employee
of the county there, so we give them more in the base contract for them managing the.
01:05:00Speaker 6

Library and we do cascade, but I think we still have to be cognizant of.

01:05:05Speaker 6 )

That our cost in cascade because that's an county employee are going out. So we should also
accommodate that in built. So we don't get out of balance with those two compensations.
01:05:19Speaker 8

I didn't realize.

01:05:20Speaker 8

Any. _

01:05;23Speaker 8

Link to staff.

01:05:26Speaker 8 .

Funding with this increase last year, we did not recognize.

01:05:30Speaker 8 )

As the libraries as an increase, I believe this was placed here as an anchor because as I said on
the library board in a meeting months ago, it was mentioned that the library intended to approach
the county for more money.

01:05:48Speaker 8
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And they brought that back to the Commissioners. But there was no further discussion about it.
And they haven't approached us.

01:05:55Speaker 8 )

So that is where I believe this showed up on our budget.

01:06:01Speaker 8 ) .

But the ASK hasn't been made and I when I look at our contracts for these libraries, I can't
follow how we.

01:06:125peaker 8 )

I haven't until yesterday after we had discussion, Commissioner Briggs.

01:06:16Speaker 8 ) i

Been able to follow our authority or where our contracts lie to know where we are now and how
we move forward with,

01:06:28Speaker 8

More money contribute.

01:06:30Speaker 8

More money.

01:06:31Speaker 8

So that needs to.

01:06:35Speaker 8 .

In my mind, that needs to be given more thought.

01:06:38Speaker 8

This I wasn't under any impression that this had to do with staff,

01:06:44Speaker 8

The staff salary.

01:06:47Speaker 6 i )
And it also has to do with insurance, because we carry the insurance, a portion of our Mako
insurance is also tied to the employment. So all the employment cost.

01:06:57Speaker 6

And we have.

01:07:00Speaker 6

As you know, we have a dollar amount contract with the town of Belt.

01:07:07Speaker 6

UM.

01:07:10Speaker 6

The Cascade Library and the City of Library, if we have contracts there or MU's, they're quite
old.

01:07:18Speaker 6

I would just point out that there is a downside to contracting for a specific amount of money that
we guarantee to give them every year, and that is if we have a reduction in the mill value or we
have a large property tax protest which we have had in years past that gives us no ability to
reduce,

01:07:36Speaker 6

The like Great Falls Library is a good example. When you look back in the history of what we
paid them, there have been swings in that downward in what we give them because of tax
protests, in particular the people. These we're what we're talking about here are rural mills. The
only people who pay these are folks outside the city.
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[01:07:56 -- 01:38:39 OMITTED]

01:38:43Speaker 4

And also.

01:38:45Speaker 4

Think that given the conditions.

01:38:48Speaker 4

That people are living in, with inflation going up by 25% over the last few years.
01:38:54Speaker 4

For the county to Max out what they're spending because they can.
01:38:59Speaker 4

Does not.

01:39:01Speaker 4

Show much of A.

01:39:02Speaker 4

Sensitivity to the people that live in your community.

01:39:05Speaker 2

Thank you.

01:39:07Speaker 6

Thank you.

01:39:11Speaker 1

Any other opponents?

01:39:17Speaker 5 )

Mary Embleton, 74, 2nd St. Centralia, Montana.

01:39:21Speaker 9

First of all. )

01:39:21Speaker 5

I'd like to raise a point of order.

01:39:24Speaker 5 _ o o
To this process, we're doing a public hearing on all of these resolutions collectively.
01:39:31Speaker 5 S

Is that what we're doing? And then I would hope we're doing a well.
01:39:36Speaker 1 S

We'll be voting it. We'll be voting on them separate.

01:39:39Speaker 5 o _ o

OK. OK. So on the resolution establishing the elected officials.
01:39:39Speaker 1

You can talk with everyone.

01:39:44Speaker 5 o o B
I posed that because I think 4% is too much. Last year was 8%. I don't care what,
01:39:52Speaker 5

It was delayed.

01:39:545peaker 5 ) ) )
And the fact that no one knew what it was exactly because of the wrong information being
posted on the.

01:40:01Speaker 5 )

Website That's a problem. And then also having,
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01:40;07Speaker 2

The!

01:40:09Speaker 5

Nonunion.

01:40:11Speaker 5 i )

And non elected people get the same raise with a few getting preferential raises based on nothing
of merit is:

01:40:24Speaker 5

Through all that I've.

01:40:25Speaker 5 ) ) ]

I've adjusted to that from the get go when I worked here before.

01:40:32Speaker 5

There is no.

01:40:35Speaker 5 ) o o ‘
Information available as there have been in the past as to what the impact of that is on the
budget. )

01:40:41Speaker 5 ,

What personnel costs are overall for the county, it's.

01:40:46Speaker 5 ) i o
That's always been provided, or at least it was when I was here as a certain percentage overall of
the budget usually ran around 60, some 70%. That's a huge cost.

01:40:57Speaker 5

Don't have any idea what:

01:41:00Speaker 5

Any of those costs are!
01:41:02Speaker 5 ) ) ) ) . )
That's a disservice to the public. Thank you Commissioner Gutowski for pointing that out earlier,
01:41:08Speaker 5 ) ] ) ) _

I also oppose the lighting district assegsments because you have to make sure that you are
budgeting for cash flow.

01:41:19Speaker 5 ) o ) L

For that I had that straightened out before I left, but apparently last year got messed up.
01:41:24Speaker 5 ) o ] ‘

Again, and this year, it's gonna be messed up again. So I object to that.

01:41:30Speaker 5 _ ] o o i ]
‘Adopting the overall budget for fiscal year 2025, this is not ready. Ladies and gentlemen, it's not
ready for a final adoption. It's far beyond.

01:41:42Speaker 5

I mean it's.

01:41:43Speaker 5 ) o ) ) )
There are so many errors and so many questions and so many unsettied things, and especially.
01:41:49Speaker 8

For. )

01:41:50Speaker 5 _ _ ] i

Issues that have been known in the past library contracts contracts with the Republic.
01:41:59Speaker 5
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01:42:01Speaker 5

Differences in in the mills?

01:42:06Speaker 5

We're hearing that the communications from Department of Revenue has been stating a
deduction in.

01:42:14Speaker 5

You need passable orders. Approve of that. Where is any documentation of that? Typically if
there's something going on with that, you get a recertification, then you get a little more time to
massage the budget and make sure you have those looked at. Where is that?

01:42:31 01:42:31Speaker 5

There's nothing, nothing in the news now.

01:42:34Speaker 5

Anywhere, so it's near saying to me. So inject to the to that, plus the mill levies, I believe object
to those.

01:42:44Speaker 5 N

They're not calculated correctly.

01:42:49Speaker 5

Period:

01:42:51Speaker 5 o

I also object to some of the transfers that I saw.

01:42:56Speaker 5

The using the.

01:42:58Speaker 5 o i o _
Mental health mills for pre trial mitigation. A program that isn't even up and running yet:
01:43:07Speaker 5 - N _
IIdon't think that's the proper use, but yet I heard yesterday in the work session that we do. We
gotta have a crisis intervention grant.

01:43:15Speaker 5 o ‘ .

Maybe that's proper use of that. There's just a lot of things wrong with this budget
Commissioners, and it's not ready. I suggest strongly you postpone this. You won't meet the
deadlines, but you're not meeting deadlines. :

01:43:30Speaker 8

Thank you. .

01:43:36Speaker 1

Second call for.

01:43:38Speaker 1

Opponents.

01:43:43Speaker 1

All boards.

01:43:48Speaker 1

Seeing none on the zoom last call for opponents.

01:43:55Speaker 1

OK.

01:44:00Speaker 1

Are there any informational witnesses who would like to speak in either pro or con?
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[01:44:06 — 01:52:05 OMITTED)

01:52:07Speaker 1

Passing of the torch there and in the middle of.

01:52:12Speaker I

I don't mean to degrade anyone because this I thank both of them for all the work they did on this
budget. ’
01:52:21Speaker 1

So.

01:52:25Speaker 1

Without any, yes.

01:52:27Speaker 10

I just wanted to clarify the motion based upon earlier comment.

01:52:32Speaker 10

And discussion regarding the increased potential library funding, that's that, that's the.
01:52:37Speaker 6

But that's true. Should I should have made that in as part of the motion? My apologies. Good
clarification.

01:52:43Speaker 10

Thank.

01:52:43Speaker 3

You. Thank you.

01:53:02Speaker 1

OK. Any other?

01:53:04Speaker 1

Things from the staff.

01:53:10Speaker 1

Any comments from the public?

01:53:12Speaker 1

On this motion.

01:53:218peaker 5 ) o

Commissioners Mary Embleton, 74 seconds, Montq.na._'

01:53:28Speaker 5 o ) ‘

Again, I would like to stress this is not ready to be adopted.

01:53:34Speaker 5

So:

01:53:37Speaker 5

Regardless of,

01:53:39Speaker S o o o -
What was being said then and or taking into account of what was being said then apparently the.
01:53:47Speaker 5

Total amount would be 109 million.

01:53:50Speaker 5

$225,982 less 40,000!

01:53:57Speaker 5

Is that correct?

01:53:39Speaker 5
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And.

01:54:02Speaker 5

Then I also would like to emphasize that accordmg to these calculations which I question.
01:54:10Speaker 5

The. )

01:54:11Speaker 5 ) ] )

Impact for the county wide mills on a home valued at 100,000 would be $9.36!
01:54:21Speaker 5 o ) o )
300,000 would be $28.07 and 600,000 is $56.13, according to this resolution that has been
changed, but again, I question the math. I hope that it was.

01:54:37Speaker 5 )

Proofread by someone who knows.

01:54:41S8peaker 5

And in light of what Commissioner Larson said, the clumsiness,

01:54:48Speaker 5

Is on you 3.

01:54:52Speaker 5

The clumsiness is on lack of having,

01:54:56Speaker 5

Contracts reviewed and approved and ready to go.

01:55:00Speaker 5

By this time.

01:55:01Speaker 5

In the fall, our fiscal year started July 1st.

01:55:06Speaker 5

July 1st.

01:55:08Speaker 5

So these the issues that have been brought forward are issues that have been known for a while,
especially solid waste,

01:55:16Speaker 5

We know nothing was going South for years.

01:55:21Speaker 5

No attempt was made to review it and get it straightened out before this train wreck happening
before it went bankrupt last year at June 30,

01:53:30Speaker 5

So the the contracts with the libraries, those are ongoing, there's all kinds of contracts going,
there's new programs coming up that have been talked about for a couple of years.
01:55:41Speaker 5

Pre mitigation.

01:55:43Speaker 5 o ) ~

That program has been talked about for even before the public safety levy came along. I see
some things in this budget where it's just, it's just not ready.

01:355:35Speaker 5 )

The excuse of of a new CFO well.

01:55:58Speaker 1

That wasn't an excuse.
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01:56:01Speaker 5

And it's. i

01:56:02Speaker 5

Sorry, I would like to correct that word. Thank you.

01:56:07Speaker 5 ] o ) ) i _
Explanation of having a new CFO on board. I came on board on June 16th when I came on board
and there was a mess straightened out.

01:56:19Speaker 5 o o
So it does have to do with skill sets, competency and experience. And there's a lot of experience
sitting here at this table. So there is many:

01:56:32Speaker 5

Like this?

01:56:33Speaker 5 i

Needed to be so clumsy, so messy and so unread:

01:56:38Speaker 5

Thank you!

01:56:39Speaker 10

Thank you.

01:56:40Speaker 3

Thank you.

01:56:45Speaker 4

Mark Winters, 195 Big Bend Lane, so the the take away or the headline for me out of this
meeting?

01:56:53Speaker 4

Is that?

01:56:55Speaker 4

The Commissioners have chosen,

01:56:57Speaker 4

To take an additional $3,000,000 out of the pockets of the cast.

01:57:02Speaker 4

Taxpayers.

01:57:04Speaker 4

During very trying times they have chosen to Max out.

01:57:09Speaker 4

What they statutorily can take from our pockets.

01:57:14Speaker 4

During these times.

01:57:16Speaker 4

So I will thank you all.

01:57:16Speaker 6

Thanks.

01:57:17Speaker 4

For that in advance.

01:57:20Speaker 8

Thank you.

01:57:24Speaker 1
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[01:57:30 — 02:02:40 OMITTED]
02:02:47Speaker 6

Replacing the word appropriations with budget authority.
02:02:53Speaker 6

And with the striking of the placeholder within the library funding of a $40,000 expense item
that work.

02:03:10Speaker 3

Alright.

02:03:13Speaker 1

We've gone through.

02:03:17Speaker 1

Everything here we have a motion on.
02:03:20Speaker 1

The floor to approve.

02:03:23Speaker 1

Resolution 24-37.

02:03:27Speaker 1

As amended.

02:03:31Speaker 1

All those in favor signify by saying aye, aye.
02:03:33Speaker 6

Hi.

02:03:35Speaker 1

Opposed.

02:03:36Speaker 8

Aye.

02:03:38Speaker 1

Motion carries.

02:03:44Speaker 1

OK, item number 5 today is public comment on any public matter that is not on the meeting
agenda and that is within the public Commissioners jurisdiction.
02:03:57Speaker 1

Any public comments?

02:04:00Speaker 1

Outside of this meeting,

02:04:06Speaker 1

None. You got any on new?

02:04:11 Speaker 1

Seeing none, we are adjourned. Thank you all.
02:04:19Speaker 2

Thanks.

02:04:20Speaker 2

Thank you. Appreciate it.
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Additional Items of Note FY25 Budget

Fund Accounts Budget Impact Description
Taxable Revenues

Adjusted Estimated Taxable values down by another
$1M to a decrease of $2.9M to reflect information from
Dept of Revenue that projects Newly Taxable Revenue
S erstated b S O e e

31.1010 and 31.1020

Increased potential library reimbursements to reflect
secocipated request for additional funding e

Solid Waste RSID Assessments currently budgeted
5410-000 36.3020 575,000 reflecting the 50% increase tentatively discussed




Budget Worksheet Report

Budget Year 2025 |
|
|

2023 Amended 2023 Actual 2024 Amended 2024 Actual 2025 Pre-
Account Account Description Budget Amount Budget Amount __Adoption/Approved
Fund 5410 - Solid Waste Disposal
REVENUE
Department 000 - Revenue
Charges for Services
34.3044 Solid Waste Permits Sold 3,500.00 4,770.00 4,500.00 4,350.00 4,500,00
Charges for Services Totals $3,500.00 $4,770.00 $4,500.00 $4,350.00 $4,500.00
Miscellaneous
36.2000 Miscellaneous Revenues 5,500.00 13,961.00 8,000.00 11,339.99 8,000,00
36.3020 RSID Assessments - 1,100,000.00° 1,150,540.00 1,150,000.00 1,149,938.00 1,725,000.00
36.3040 P & I Speclal Assessments .00 8,712.50 .00 8,802.69 .00
36.3050 Long/Short Adjustments .00 .00 .00 2.23 .00
Miscelianeous Totals $1,105,500.00 $1,173,213.50 $1,158,000.00 $1,170,142.91 $1,733,000.00
Investment & Royally Earnings
37.1010 Interest Eamings £600.00 12,770.05 600.00 12,684.86 606.00
Investment & Royalty Earnings Totals $600.00 $12,77T1.05 $600.00 $12,604.86 $600.00
Department 000 - Revenue Totals $1,109,600.00 $1,180,753.95 $1,163,100.00 $1,187,177.77 %1,738,100.00
Department 518 - Recycling .
Miscellancous
36.7010 Recycling 10,500.00 27,873.89 20,000.00 33,776.63 20,000.00
Misceflaneous Tolals $10,500.00 $27,873,89 $20,000.00 $33,776.63 $20,000.00
Department 518 - Recycling Totals $10,500.00 $27,873.89 $20,000.60 $33,776.63 3;_21],000.00
REVENUE TOTALS $1,120,100.00 $1,218,627.84 $1,183,100.00 $1,220,954.40 $1,758,100.00
EXPENSE
Dapartment 267 - Solid Waste Disposal
Function COB00 - Solid Waste Services
Supplies
200.210 Offlce Supplies .00 .00 258.00 258,29 300.00
200.220 Operating Supplies + 250.00 .00 .00 .00 100.00
Budget Transactions
Level Transaction Number of Units Cost Per Unit Tolal Amount
Pre-Adoption/Approved Supplies 1.0000 250,00 250.00
’ Pre-AdoptionfApproved Totals $250.00
200,230 Repair & Maint. Supplies 500.00 .00 .00 .00 200.00
Budget Transactions :
Level Transaction Number of Units Cost Per Unit Total Amount
Pre-AdoptionfApproved Repairs for sites 1.0000 500.00 500.00
Pre-AdoptionfAppraved Totzals $500.00
Supplles Totals $7?0.00 $0.00 $258.00 $258,29 $600.00
Run by FIN-Trista Besich on 09/04/2024 12:11:13 PM Page 556 of 611
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING THE FINAL .
OPERATING BUDGET AND SETTING
APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY FOR

FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 RESOLUTION 24-37

WHEREAS, MCA § 7-6-4030 provides that the governing body shall adopt the ﬁnal budget by
resolution. The resolution must:
(a) Authorize appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year;
(b) Establish legal spending limits at the level of detail in the resolution; and
(¢) Include any increase in property taxes, including an increase authorized under MCA § 15-10-
420(1) and the amount by which property taxes will increase on homes valued at $100,000,
. $300,000 and $600,000; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 7-6-4020, the Board of County Commissioners of Cascade
County, Montana has prepared a preliminary annual operating budget;

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 7-6-4021, the Board of Cascade County Comraissioners did
cause a notice of a public hearing on the preliminary budget to be published in the Great Falls
Tribune, the official newspaper of the County, and has subsequently held a public hearing on the
proposed budget of Cascade County for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the said notice of completion of the Preliminary Budget as duly published in the
Great Falls Tribune, specified that the budget was on file and open for inspection in the office of the
County Commissioners beginning on Monday, August 26, 2024, and that the Board would meet on
Thursday, September 5, 2024 for the purpose of fixing the final budget, and that any taxpayer could
appear and be heard pursuant to MCA § 7-6-4024, for or against any part of said budget; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is con51denng adoption of the Preliminary
Budget as presented which encompasses component budget responsibilities prescribed by MCA § 7-6-
4020(3) as the Final Budget ;‘or Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 (FY 2024/2025); and

WHEREAS, MCA § 7-6-4031 allows the Board of County Commissioners or their designated
official to transfer appropriations between items within the same fund,

WHEREAS, The Boatd of County Commissioners has reviewed the proi)osed budget, received
the estimated ending cash balances for all county funds, made changes to the budget as deemed
necessary following the public hearing(s) and from input by elected officials and department heads, and
computed the estimated taxes, fees and assessments needed to fund the fiscal year 2025 budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners
of Cascade County that the Final Budget for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 (FY
2024/2025) after any amendments to the preliminary budget and after considering any public comment
in the amount of $109,106,002 is hereby formally approved and adopted, and warrants shall be issued in
accordance with the budget and relevant lawsl.
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RESOLUTION 24-37

This resolution authorizes:

(a) Appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year.

(b) It sets the legal spending limits at the county fund level. Fund level detiil is stated in the
formal budget document and established in the County’s accounting system.

(c) An increase in property taxes due to the calculations required pursuant to MCA § 15-10-420,
of all County wide Mills including permissive, general purpose and permissive of $9.36,
$28.07, and $56.13, respectively for a home valued at $100,000, $300,000 and $600,000 is
included in this fiscal year budget; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County
Commissioners of Cascade County that the effective date of this Resolution is July 1, 2024, even though
this Resolution is adopted after July 1, 2024; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FINALLY RESOLVED by the Board of County
Commissioners of Cascade County that for the duration of FY 2024/2025, authority is delegated to
Trista Besich, the Chief Financial Officer for Cascade County, to transfer budget authority between
items within the same fund upon the request of the Department Head or Elected Official responsible for
that fund, and without increasing the amount appropriated to that fund.

Passed and Adopted this 5th day of September, 2024,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
E COUNTY, MONTANA .

J amf L. Larson, Chair

Joe Brighs, G’Oﬁ@séioner

Blozoged.

[ i ) .
Rze Grulkowski, Commissioner

Attest

On this Sthday of September, 2024, I hereby attest the above-written signatures of the Cascade County
Commissioners. )

* APPROVED AS TO F :
cki, Cqlnty A
DepPUTY C(@TTORNEY

* THE COUNTY ATTORNEY HAS FROVIDED ADVICE AND APPROVAL OF THE FOREGOING DOCUMENT LANGUAGE ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF CASCADRE
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, AND NOT ON BEHALF OF OTHER PARTIES OR ENTITIES. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THIS DOCUMENT BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY
WAS CONDLCTED SOLELY FROM A LEGAL PERSPECTIVE AND FCR THE EXCLUSIVE BENEFIT OF CASCADE COUNTY. OTHER PARTIES SHOULD NOT RELY ON
THIS APPROVAL AND SHOULD SEEK REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THEIR QW RESPECTIVE COUNSEL.
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Cascade County
September 19, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m.

Commission Chambers, Room 105
325 2" Avenue North, Great Falls, MT

The Board of Cascade County Commissioners will be broadcasting the Commission Meeting via Zoom,
Webinar participants must register in advance for the Commission Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN yeSHwktpSfaFa7BTvr2WAA

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
If you need dial in access: 838 788 0099 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5247 (Toll Free) Webinar ID: 817 6379 1120 Password: 389589

Please note the agenda order is tentative and subject to change by the Board without prior notice.

Therefore, members of the public are encouraged to be in attendance at the time the meeting is scheduled to begin.
Public comment during public participation is limited to a maximum seven (7) minutes.

Call to Order | Chairman James L. Larson
Pledge of Allegiance

1. Discussion on the Cascade County Solid Waste Program
2. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:

Resolution 24-39: A resolution for User Fee and Solid Waste Fee Increases for the
Cascade County Dump Sites.

3. Public comment on any public matter that is not on the meeting agenda, and that is
within the Commissioners’ jurisdiction. (MCA 2-3-103)

4. Adjournment.
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CASCADE COUNTY SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING
September 19, 2024
CHAMBERS MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
6:30 PM

Commission
Journal #64

Notice: Pursuant to MCA 2-3-212(1), the official record of the minutes of the meeting is in
audio form, located at cascadecountymt.gov and the Clerk and Recorders Office. This is a
wriften record of the meeting to reflect all the proceeding of the Board. MCA 7-2-2611 (2)
(b). Timestamps are indicated below, in red, and will dn'ect you to the precise location
should you wish to review a specific agenda item audig segment This written record is in
draft form until officially approved on October 8, 2024

Cascade County Commission: Chairman Jnn Larson Com!mss:oner Joe Briggs, and
Commissioner Rae Grulkowski

Staff: Trista Besich, Michele Levine, Bonnie Fogerty, and Marion Kleckbusch

Public Attendance: Mckenna Dickey, Mary Embleton,- Matt Hudson, Mark ‘Winters,
Brooke Winters, Ginny Rogliano, Tom Van Tlghem Brett Mills, Kathie Hanson Ron
Carpenter, and Leslie Mills o

Zoom Attendees: Andy Watt, D. Bnen Rlchard Llehert Sandra M., Guest, The Electric,
Guest, Tony Gonzales, and Mary. Embleton '

(¥

Chairman Larson announced the specml meetmg 1tem of busmess 01:20

1. Dlscussmn on the Cascade County Solld Waste Program
Chairman Larson-read the background for this item. 01:32

Trista Besxch prowded additional information. 05:41 (See Exhibit A)

DISCUSSIOH by Commissioners and Staff 12:33 (See Exhibit B)

Public.comment:

Mark Wlnters spoke. 49:41 .

Mary Embleton spoke. 54:22

Brett Mills spoke. 1:02:33

Leslie Mills spoke: i :03:50

Kathy Hanson spoke 1:06:38

Tom Van Tighem spoke. 1:11:30

Ron Carpenter spoke. 1:12:59

Public comment on Zoom:

Richard Liebert spoke. 1:16:23

2. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-39: A resolution for User Fee and Solid Waste Fee Increases for the

Cascade County Dump Sites.
Michele Levine commented. 1:20:41
Discussion by Commission and Staff. 1:23:53




Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION to increase the rates by Forty-five percent (45%) for
this year and in the next few months do an examination of not only the Republic operation,
but whether a different fee structure that is more heavily based on usage, rather than a flat
fee. 1:32:36

Discussion by Commission. 1:32:40

Public comment on the Motion:
(See Exhibits C & D)
Mary Embleton spoke. 1:37:11

Motion carries 2-1 with Commissioners Larson and Bnggs for and Commissioner
Grulkowski against. 1:39:25 LR

Public comment on any public matter that is not on the meeting agenda, and that
is within the Commissioners’ jurisdiction. (MCA 2-3-103): None

Adjournment: Chairman Larson adjourneda'th,'e special meeting at Sllpm



Cascade County Commission Meeting — September 19, 2024
Partial Transcript (Generated by Microsoft Word®)

Meeting 09-19-2024.mp3

00:04:20Speaker 1

OK.

00:04:22Speaker 2

Yeah. Yeah, so.

00:04:32Speaker 3

Good evening, everyone. Thank you for joining us tonight on this or for this special Commission
meeting.

00:00:05Speaker 1

Hey, good evening, everyone. Thank you for joining us tonight on this or for this special
Commission meeting,

00:00:15Speaker 1

If you all stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance, please.
00:00:22Speaker 1

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for.
00:00:25Speaker 4

The.

00:00:29Speaker 2

Which it stands.

00:00:30Speaker 3

L.

00:00:31Speaker 2

God, indivisible with liberty that.

00:00:35Speaker 1

Thank you.

00:00:40Speaker 1

Please for those in the audience, please sign the sheet in the back of the.
00:00:46Speaker 1

Room.

00:00:46Speaker 1

If you haven't already, please sign before you leave, so we have.
00:09:51Speaker 1

Your name on the record.

00:00:55Speaker 1

Also check your cell phones to see that they're muted or off, please.
00:01:08Speaker 1

Though I will call this meeting.

00:01:11Speaker 1

To order and our first item is a discussion on the Cascade County.

Page 1 of 7



[00:01:19 — 00:54:07 OMITTED]

00:54:09Speaker 1

Mark.

00:54:13Speaker 1

OK anyone else public comment?

00:54; 00:54:278peaker 10

Good evening, commissioners. Mary Embleton, 74 2nd St. San Coona, Montana,
00:54:34Speaker 10

Thank you for finally having your meeting,

00:54:39Speaker 10

I have to tell you, I think that this whole process.

00:54:455peaker 10

Is incorrect.

00:54:47Speaker 11

Therearea:

00:54:47Speaker 10

Lot of pieces missing.

00:54:50Speaker 10

And comparing the old resolution.

00:54:558peaker 10

And the references to statute!

00:54:59Speaker 10

Compared to this resolution and.

00:55:00Speaker 10

References to statute!

00:55.03Speaker 10 i

There's a lot of references to statute to solid click:

00:55:07Speaker 10 o o S
And you pay County attorneys a lot of money to to help us get through these things and and CFO
too. So it it's just interesting that we come to this place already.

00:55:22Speaker 10

But in the years I was budget officer, solld waste kind of held its own. And the reason I think it
held its own, I never got to.

00:55:30Speaker 10

The study:

00:55:32Speaker 10

But the reason I think it held its own was because of the growth i in the county,
00:55:36Speaker 10

I think this whole process and the whole system of the solid waste district,
00:55:43Speaker 10

Management.

00:55:45Speaker 10

00:55:54Speaker 10

Taken over, talked about because that was disturbing to see what those invoice charges were!
00:56: 03Speaker 10
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That's what that is tells me.
00:56:06Speaker 10

So.

00:56:07Speaker 10

But back to the process;
00:56:10Speaker 10

These are special assessments,
00:56:13Speaker 8

Yes.

00:56:13Speaker 10

Special assessments and you have.
00:56:16Speaker 10

User fee comment.

00:56:18Speaker 10

Both of these processes h have!
00:56:20Speaker 10

To have been happened before and now,
00:56:23Speaker 10

And over the processes required:
00:56:26Speaker 10

Must have. )

00:56:27Speaker 10

Public hearing. ,
00:56:32Speaker 10

I can cite you the statutes if you'd like attorney living.
00:56:38Speaker 10
Would you like to know what to?
00:56:41Speaker 10

I'm referencing I am referencing.
00:56:49Speaker 10

7-11. B .

00:56:52Speaker 10

10/25.

00:56: 54Speaker 10

Notice of resolution for assessment.
00:56:57Speaker 10

And there's a whole it's a pretty big section here.
00:57: GSSpeaker 10

But the governing body shall pass this.
00:57:06Speaker 10

Is number 28,

00:57:07Speaker 10

And ﬁnally, adopt A resolution specifying the special district assessment option and levying and
assessing all the property within the special district with an.
00:57:19Speaker 10

Amount.
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00:57:208peaker 10 i

Equal to the annual cost of the program and improvements,

00:57:25Speaker 10

That's provided in 764012 and 4013.

00:57:31Speaker 10

#3.

00:57:33Speaker 10

The resolution levying assessment to defray the cost of the special district must contain or refer.
00:57:40Speaker 10 .

To a list that describes the larger parcel of fand assessed with the name of the owner of the latter
parcel if known, and the amount assessed.

00:57:51Speaker 10

My house:

00:57:53Speaker 10

Has a $120.00 assessment on it.

00:57:56Speaker 10

That's according to the past resolution,

00:58:00Speaker 10

The colony.

00:58:02Speaker 10

Pays a lot more. Why? Because garbage is based on volume, OK, types and volume as you
referenced in the 75 title)

00:58: 00:58:12Speaker 10

But this title is really important because this has the process.
00:58:16Speaker 10

Number six.

00:58:17Speaker 10

Or #5A notice signed by the clerk.

00:58: ZOSpeaker 10

Of the governing body stating that the resolution levying a special assessment or changing the,
00:58:25Speaker 10

Method of assessment.,

00:58:27Speaker 10

Is on file in the clerk's office and subject to inspection and must be published!
00:58:32Speaker 10

As of seven 1/21/2].

00:58:37Speaker 10

That didn't happen.

00:58: 40Speaker 10

The information was not available to the public until.

00:58:43Speaker 10

Yesterday or this morning,

00:58: 46Speaker 5

This morning,

00:58:47Speaker 10

Yeah, that's that's not.

Page 4 of 7



00:58:51Speaker 10

That's not letting the public participate as entitle 2 chapter 3 required public participation,
00:58:58Speaker 10

Then it says the notice and hearing process may be included in the tocal governments governing
general budgeting process, which typically that happens and believe me, in my career, I've been
'through a lot of special assessment hearings during the budget process, lighting (jigt;icts, St
maintenance districts.

00:59:17Speaker 10

Solid waste districts, they're all the same requirements for how you have to deal with this and:
00:59:23Speaker 10

The timing of it.

00:59:24Speaker 10

#7 at the time set the governing body shall meet and hear all objections that may be;
00:59:30Speaker 10

To the assessment or any part of the assessment may adjourn from time to time and made by
resolution modify the assessment:

00:59:38Speaker 10

#8 a copy of the resolution certified by the Clerk of the governing body, which would be clerk
reported.

00:59:45Speaker 10

Must be delivered to the Department of Revenue by the latter of the 1st Thursday after the first
Tuesday in September Within 30 calendar dates.

00:59: 54Speaker 10

After receiving the tax for life so;

00:59:56Speaker 10

This is late.

00:59:58Speaker 10

And I tried to tell you about at the budget hearing,

01:00:02Speaker 10

It's too late and the process wasn't done. Public hearing wasn't done_ That notice has to be
published 2 weeks in advance.

01:00:10Speaker 10

Of the hearing.

01:00:12Speaker 10

Or twice. Yeah, for two weeks

01:00:14Speaker 10

And the information,

01:00:17Speaker 10

That you're going,

01:00:17Speaker 10

To act on has to be available to the public. None of that has happened,

01:00:22Speaker 10

Further.

01:00:25Speaker 10

Your resolution only!

01:00:28Speaker 10
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Changes one level of the assessments you got the assessments and you got the punch,
01:00:34Speaker 10

Tickets, two different things.

01:00:36Speaker 10

As you did the math, Mr. Briggs.

01:00:40Speaker 10 )

The assessment doesn't equal the number of punches.

01:00:43Speaker 10 o

That's what those permits are for, for additional waste.

01:00:48Speaker 10 ) ) _ i o i

You can buy permit to go take your tires to the downpour, take whatever extra branches.
01:00:53Speaker 10 o

Whatever extra household you buy those permits.

01:00:57Speaker 10

So there's two different things.

01:00:59Speaker 10 o ] i ._

They're not equal. The assessment is different. The assessment I pay $120.00 for lets me take my,
trash to the dump once a week for 52 weeks.

01:01:09Speaker 10

In a calendar year.

01:01:12Speaker 10 i _ o
Don't know why calendar year is, but that must be when the district was created, the district was
taken over by the Commissioners in 2000,

01:91:18Speaker 10 ) )

7 read that resolution 12-60. That's the type of format that should have been followed here. That
list of all the code should have been updated with a proper amount instead of just saying I'm
going to take last year's number of revenue per assessments times 50%.

01:01:37Speaker 2 o

And that's what we're going to do.

01:01:39Speaker 10

You failed Commission. Sorry, you failed legal.

01:01:43Speaker 10 _h

CFO, I'll give you a pass because you.

01:01:455peaker 10

Don't know anything.

01:01:47Speaker 2

You're learning.

01:01:48Speaker 10

T offered help.

01:01:50Speaker 10

So this is not going to work. Thank you!

01:01:54Speaker 10

I heard you do not act.

01:01:58Speaker 8

Thank you.
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[01:02:10 — 01:38:32 OMITTED)]

01:38:37Speaker 1

So.

01:38:39Speaker 1

Excuse me.

01:38:41Speaker 1

You have something else, Mary?

01:38:44Speaker 1

Well, then hold it to yourself. Unless you're up here.
01:38:49Speaker 1

Thank you.

01:38:51Speaker 1

Uh.

01:38:56Speaker 1

So.

01:38:57Speaker 1

As far as legal is concerned, this meeting is in order with.
01:39:06Speaker 7

Like I said, the Cassidy County Attorney's Office has previously given the Commission's
guidance multiple times on public meetings and open meetings, and it is your prerogative to
decide.

01:39:19Speaker 6

Thank you.

01:39:20Speaker 1

Do we have a motion on the?

01:39:22Speaker 1

Floor.

01:39:24Speaker 1

All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye. Aye opposed.
01:39:29Speaker 4

Aye.

01:39:30Speaker 1

Motion carries 2 to one.

01:39:36Speaker 1

No, we have back to public comment again.
01:39:41Speaker 1

Anyone care to have comment on anything that's not on the agenda for this meeting and as
within the Commissioners jurisdiction?
01:39:53Speaker 1

Any public comment please?

01:40:02Speaker 1

Seeing none were adjourned. Thank you.
01:40:05Speaker 1

Thank you all for joining us tonight.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

IN THE MATTER OF USER FEE AND SOLID
WASTE FEE INCREASES FOR THE

CASCADE COUNTY DUMP SITES
RESOLUTION #24-39

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(1), a local government (defined as “a county, incorporated
city or town, or solid waste management district organized under the laws of this state.” MCA § 75-10-
103(4)), may plan, develop, and implement a solid waste management system; and

WHEREAS, under MCA § 75-10-103(7)(a) solid waste “means 21! putrescible and nonputrescible
wastes, including but not limited to garbage, rubbish, refuse, ashes, sludge from sewage treatment plants,
water supply treatment plants, or air pollution control facilities; construction and demolition wastes; dead
animals, including offal; discarded home and industrial appliances; and wood products or wood
byproducts and inert materials;” and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(15), and (17), within this county operated system, the county
can cooperate with and enter into agreements with any persons in order to implement an effective solid
waste management system; and

WHEREAS, a county can *finance, design, construct, own, and operate a solid waste management
system or contract for any or all of the powers authorized under this part.” MCA § 75-10-112(15); and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) has entered into a contract with Montana
Waste Systems d/b/a Republic Services in order to provide effective solid waste management in Cascade
County (“the County™); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(10), to finance a solid waste management system, a county
can assess taxes as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, the County may “finance an areawide solid waste management system through the use of
any of the sources of revenue available to the implementation entity for public works projects, by the use
of revenue bonds issued by the city or county, or by fees levied by a solid waste management district,
whichever is appropriate.” MCA § 75-10-112(18);

WHEREAS, the Board has not adjusted the rates or charges for solid waste services in the County since
2012, with-Resolution 12-60 (R0259754), making the current rates and charges wholly inequitable in
proportion to the services and benefits rendered; and

WHEREAS, the Board recently renegotiated its contract with Republic Services and has recognized that
an increase in customer rates and fees (“User Fee”) is the next step in securing the future of waste
management in the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board has the benefit of knowledge of the rates and charges for solid waste charged at
the Republic Services’ Landfill (“Landfill"”), which is located at 142 Powerline Rd., Floweree, MT 59440;
and

WHEREAS the Board needs to adjust the User Fee for dumping at the County dump sites, so the rates
- and fees at the County dump sites more closely align with the Landfill rates; the adjustments are attached

as Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, in securing the future of waste management in the County, the Board also needs to adjust
the trailer sizes allowed at the County dump sites and the composition of the refuse that is accepted at the
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RESOLUTION #24-39

County dump sites to ensure that the County dump sites are open and operable for their main intended
use, to collect household refuse from County residents; and

WHEREAS, in the event trailer [oads are too large, and the County dump sites are forced to close early,
the entire purpose of the sites is voided, and thus new guidelines have been created and are referenced in
the attached Exhibit A; and

WEEREAS, the County will continue to issue solid waste coupons which, in addition to cash and
checks, will be acceptable forms of User Fee payments at the County dump sites; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that it is appropriate to raise the Solid Waste Fee from $120a
year 10 3175 a year for all County residents that own property and/or businesses outside of the City of
Great Falls, Black Eagle, the Town of Belt, and the Town of Cascade; and

WHEREAS, this Solid Waste Fee increase will allow the County to cover a majority of the costs of the
disposal of solid waste, the payments for reasonable operations and maintenance of the County sites, as
well as generate funds toward capital expenses associated with County site improvements and potential
County site relocations,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that effective for tax year 2025, the Solid Waste Fees will increase from $120 a year to $175 a year for all
County residents that own property and/or businesses outside of the City of Great Falls, Black Eagle, the
Town of Belt, and the Town of Cascade. ’

NOW THEREFORE EE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that the adjusted and updated User Fees have been amended and are attached and made part of this
Resolution as Exhibit A. These User Fees will be implemented starting January 1, 2025.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that the size of trailers and the types of refuse that is allowed to be dumped at the County dump sites has
been amended and is made part of this Resolution as reflected in the attached Exhibit A.

{ i
Passed and adopted this \ '1 day of September 2024,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

es L. Larson, Chairman

// / e T
V.7

J?vériggs{/ Cofimissioner

v

v Il ] "
Rae Grulkowski, Commissioner

2
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RESOLUTION #24-39

On this 19% day of September 2024, I hereby attest the above-written signatures of the Board of Cascade
Cou mmissioners.

orche Wheethpd ™ /

&=
b 17 Vasefbsch KuargSEL
Sandra Merchan/ Cascade County Clerk and Recordér ¢ _". A

A
\
* APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Josh Racki, County Attomey
DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY

* THE COUNTY ATTORNEY HAS PROVIDED ADVICE AND APPROVAL OF THE FOREGOING DOCUMENT LANGUAGE ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF
CAsSCADE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, AND NOT ON BEHALF OF OTHER PARTIES OR ENTITIES. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THIS DOCUMENT BY THE
COUNTY ATTORNEY WAS CONDUCTED SOLELY FROM A LEGAL PERSPECTIVE AND FOR THE EXCLUSIVE BENEFIT GF CASCADE COUNTY. OTHER
PARTIES SHOULD NOT RELY GN THIS APPROVAL AND SHOULD SEEK REVIEW AND AFPROVAL BY THEIR QWN RESPECTIVE COUNSEL.

3
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EXHIBIT “A” '

VT E
S - ‘
g’ 9% Transfer Site Charge and Punch Schedule
N
\\'f o !‘;:7!'.
Site attendants will use their best judgement on the proper charge per load based on
. the following charts.
. . #of
Pickup Cubic Yard Cash Cost p,. po.
Pickup up to 2' above box (est 2.0'CY) $ 15 3
Pickup long box, up to 2' above box (est $ 30 6
2.5-3.5CY)
Pickup long box in excess of 2' above box $ o 8
|(est 3.5+ CY) 4
Flat-Bed Truck or Trailer # of —
(Routine Household Waste) Cash Cost  pynches -
Truck or Trailer up to 8' long x 8' wide, up $ ' 45 9
to 2’ deep (est 4-8 CY)
Truck or Trailer up to 8' long x 8" wide, $ 9o 18 -
more than 2' deep (est 8+ CY)
Truck or Trailer up to 10’ long x 8' wide, $ 60 12
up to 2' deep (est 5-11 CY)
Truck or Trailer up to 10' long x 8' wide, $ 120
more than 2’ deep (est 11+ CY) | 24
. - i * of
Miscellaneous Charges Cash Cost p,oop oo
Passenger and Light Truck Tires (Charge $ 30 NA
per tire)
Fridge with certification § 60| NA
Fridge without certification $ g0 NA

The Following are NOT ALLOWED and will NOT BE ACCEPTED:
- Hazardous waste or flammable liquids
- Construction material, roofing or demolition wastes
- Dead animals
+ - Hot ashes
! -Tree li;nbs or boards in excess of 47 ,
- Large truck, heavy duty or heavy equipment tires
- Furniture {beds, couches, love seats, tables, hutches, etc)

All demolition, shingles, large trees dei:ris and farm and ranch waste will be
directed to the landfill and will not be accepted at the container sites
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34.3044
36.2000

36.3020
36.3040
37.1010
36,7010

200,220
200.230
300,311
300.320
300.341

300.344
300.345
300.350
300.360

300390
500.510
500.530

4,500

Solid Waste Permit Sales 4,350 4,500

Miscelfaneous Revenues ) '

{collections t st 11,340, ':‘,',f 8,000 8000 | - 8,000

RSID Assessments 1,131,383 1,150,000 1,640,505 1,725,000

P & | Special Assessments 8,803 -

Interest Earnings 11,782 @ 600 7,500 7,500

Recycling 33, 25,00 25,000 25,000

Revenue Totals $ 1,201,435 $1,188,100 1,685,505 1,770,000

Esti -5 174 {$ 180
Rou $§ 175 | §

300

Office Supplies 258 B
Operating Supplies o 100 100
Repair & Maint. Supplies - 200 200
Postage ) 5,481 8,500 8,500
Printing Services 3,987 & 6,000 5,000
Electric 2,606 & 3,500 3,500
Heating Fuel ' 2,145 3,500 3,500
[as needed at 5 sites) -

. ) s
Sanitation 323,756 M 340,000 | 340,000
[disposal, trucks, coupans) 5
Professional Services . 42,830 68,000 69,000
[compactors & Pacific Steel services) L
repair & maint. services =1
{Container and Site Malnt) 13,800 _'.-‘:': 26,600 26,600
Other Purchased Services 1,095,166 B 1,090,000 1,000,000 | 1,090,000
{hauling & site attendants) & o
Insurance 762 818 & 1,000 1,000
Site and Porta Rental 19506 @ 22331 B 23,000 23,000
(5 sites, remaining 3 are owned) ®p o

Expense Totals $ 1,466,295 $ 1,570,849 1,571,700 1,571,700
ol T :

L L ki f-'f'f;}"--,‘- i ? AN S T e ¢ 2 .
Revenue Totals $ 1,201,435 $ 1,188,100 1,685,505 1,770,000
Expense Totals $ 1,466,295 _ $ 1,570,849 1,571,700 1,571,700

Net § (264,860} $ (382,749) 113,805 198,300
i Current , '
Proj Cash on Hand at YE S 8,967 S (373,782) $ 122,773 |5 207,267

R0461109 09/30/2024 04:17:26 PM

Total Pages: 21




Solid Waste Rate Increase Assessment

5 £
R R | -

34,3044 Solid Waste Permit Sales 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500
36,2000 Miscellaneous Revenues 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000
363020 RSID Assessments 1,640,505 1,640,505 1,640,505 1,640,505 1725000 1725000 1725000 1,725,000

363040 P & I Specfal Assessments - - - -
37.1010 Interest Earnings 7,500 7,500 7.500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7500 7,500
36.7010 Recycling 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000
Revenue Totals & 1,685,505 § 1,685,505 1,685,505 1,685,505 | & 1,770,000 § 1,770,000  1.770,000 = 1.770,000

A i v 5 i <
200.210 Office Supplies 300 300 300 300 300 300 300 300
200.220 Cpearating Supplies 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
200.230 Repair & Maint. Supplies 200 200 200 200 , 200 200 200 200
300311 Postage 8,500 B,500 8,925 8,925 8,500 8,500 8925 8,825
300.320 Printing Services 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000
300.341 Electric 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
300.344 Heating Fuel 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
300.345 Sanitation 340,000 353,600 367,744 382,454 350,000 353,600 367,744 382,454
300.350 Professional Services 69,000 69,000 69,000 69,000 £9,000 69,000 69,000 £9,000
300.360 Repair & Maint. Services 26,500 26,600 26,600 26,600 26,600 26,600 26,600 26,600
300.380 DOther Purchased Services 1,090,000 1,133,600 1,178,944 1,226,102 1,090,000 1,133,600 1,178,944 1,226,102
$00.510 Insurance 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
500.530 She and Porta Rental 23000 23000 23,000 23000 8 23,000 23.000 23000 23000
Expense Totals 1,571,700 § 1,628,900 3§ 1,688,813 $ 1,750,681 1,571,700 $1,628,900 $ 1,688813 § 1,750,681
$ 1685505 5 1685505 § 1685505 S 1685505 §$ 1,770,000 $ 1,770,000 $ 1,770000 $ 1,770,000
$ 1,571,700 51628900 § 1,688,813 $ 1,750,681 § 5 1,571,700 $ 1,628,900 S5 1,683,813 $ 1,750,681
Net $ 113805 $ 56605 $ (3,308) $ (65175)f S 198300 & 141,100 5 81187 5 15319
Proj Cash an Hand at YE

Asof8/31 S B967 § 122,773 § 179378 $ 176070 5 110835 S 207,267 & 263,873 § 260565 $ 195390
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Relocation of Armington/Belt Site

Acquisition of Real Estate for Site 120,000 : 130,000

Site Construction - {potential increase of cos d’)""‘d‘“‘ on
s . available praperty

Footings, Retaining Walls,

Concrete Pad 190,000

* Assumes County conducts work and

mirrors design of citrrent site. Site would

not have power or compactor. Power is not TBD
currently near site and would be cost
prohibitive to instal]

» Assumes no Engineering éost, if
engineering is required, would significantly TBD
increase cost

Total Pro_)ected ] 310,000 $ : 130,000

Addition of Containers to Hardy Creek Site
Addition of Two Containers
Additional Haulage -
Double Haul Rate 1x per month
$753.30 X 4% increase x 12 9,401

Addition of Power to Site 15,000
Acquire Compactor and Install TBD

Total Projected $ 9,401 $ 15,000

Combine Cascade and Hardy Creek Sites

Acquisition of Property -

Two parcels located at intersection on
Frontage Road increasing accessibility but
property owner would require acquisiton
of both properties.

23 acres at $8k an acre

184,000

Site Construction |

(Using Belt construction assumption)

Footings, Retaining Walls,

Concrete Pad 190,000
*» Assumes County conducts work and

B mirrors design of current sites. TBD
« Assumes no Engineering costs, if TBD
engineering is required, would increase cost '
Total Projected $ 374,000 $ -
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

RESOLUTION INCREASING THE SONMIES
FEES OF THE CASCADE COUNTY RETURN T0 €0
RURAL SOLID WASTE DISTRICT © RESOLY

WHEREAS, pursuant to Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Section 7-
Board of Cascade County Commissioners (Com1ss1oncrs} assumed the d

household and business within the District, and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners may assess cgf?
character, kind, and quality of services, taking 1
property or entity assessed, and

oirfmissioners must annoally
strict and adopt a resolution
an amount equal to the annual

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA Section 7-1
estimate the cost of operating the C

specifying the total Solid Waste ?i;g
cost of the program, and

e in the solid waste disposal fees was
informing the public that the proposed
he'office of the County Commissioners, 325 2
rnublic hearing on the proposed assessments would

aring was held on August 31, 2012, to consider objections to the
iqn finalizing the proposed increases in solid waste fec assessments,

fter evaluating the data presented by staff and at the public hearing the
¢believe that the fees set forth at Attachment A are necessary and

NOW THEREFOQRE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County
Commissioners of Cascade County, Montana, that the fees of the Cascade County Rural

— e

. E—— - - ———

"R0259754 CRS
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FY2013
3%

Current ) TUhnit Increase F -

Code Desctption Current Charge Increase NewUpitRate
101 Cabin 30.00
201  Two Cabins 45.00

202  Small Clubs 45.00 =
204 LowIncome 45,00 £0.00
205  Post Office 45.00 60.00
2056 Church 45.00 §0.00
207 6 months only house 60.00
301  Regular House ' 120.060
302  Trailer House - 12000
304  Small Office 126.00
402  House & Post Office 180.00
403  Church & Parsonage 180.00
404  House & Low Income House 180.00
405  House & 2 Cabins 200.00
501  Two Houses or 2 Small Offices 239.00
502  Two Trailers 239.00
503  House & Small Office 239.00
505  Housc & Trailer <> 23900
508  House & 5 Motel Units 239.00
509  Commerical Business 239.00
511 Vet Clinic : 239.00
513  Equipment Company 180.60 59.00 239.00
514  Serv Siation/ Garage/J 180.00 59.00 230.00
515  Lumber Company 180.00 59.00 23%.00
516  Packing Plant or Feedlot 180.00 59.00 239.00
517  Radio or Television Spdtion. 180.00 59.00 239.00
520 Cascade Industcial Pp 180.00 59.00 239.00
802  Two Units ’ 180.00 59.00 239.00
I8 263.00 83.00 356.00
270.00 89.00 359.00
270.00 89.00 359.00
270.00 §9.00 359.00
270.00 89.00 359.00
270.00 89.00 359.00
270.00 89.00 359.00
270.00 89.00 352.00
270.00 83.00 359.00
Qﬁ ' 270.00 89.00 ' 359.00
3 Grocery/Butcher/Mini Mart 270.00 89.00 359.00
724 Wholesale Store 270.00 89.00 3159.00
803  Three Units 270.00 89.00 359.00
804  One House three Apactments 360.00 119.00 479.00
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HIGRL BLARES LANDFAL - 8571
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WM 00? . REPUBLIC Ayl .
CASLAZE COUNTY SOLID WASTE SERNCES
ATIR: MOCHUNTING Current Total Amatisk Dus:
121 ATHSTREETN _ ﬁ h
GREAT FALLS, MT 55401 pov —

Syl - A7 ,;ag-g 3  3¥s 5¢.,,'i-o.+~;‘o,f| Biling Queshiors? Cal) (406) 7$1-2545

Inwices
&01  AA MSW 43.00 D37 ™N $25.00
601 AR Reference:
& 2 ‘ehicle:
01 AA Cotiract
01 Ax MEW D1-80000% 13.00 03t TN $15.00
&Gl A Vehicle: '
601 A Coruract: 8 GATE VERICLE ,
&1  CA s 01-8209+ 51.56 053 TN 42730
sor o reec: (DD
601 Vehicle: PUNCHIZ
601 CA  Contact: _ 2GATE2 AQE
£0 A cap {11-520977 51.50 023 Tv $25.00
&01 CA Reference: r
601  CA Vehicte:
601 CA Contract: 1 GATE 1 ARLE
601 AA MSW 01-820037 2.0 0.09 TN $15.00
&0 AA Reference:
601 M Vehicle
601 AA Contract: E )
6/01  CA cap 01-820040 51.50 102 ™ $52.53
g1 o reterence:  gE TR AN TRWD

302/TRARLER

6/01 CA Vehicie PUNCHZL
601 A Contract 2 GATE 2 NILE
601 A MEW 01-820544 43.00 0.62 TN 426,66
6i01 AA Reference: TRE AND
BD1 A Vehide:
601  AA Contract: 1 GATE 1 AXLE )
B0l M MSW. 01-820045 o0 0.43 TN $25.00
601 An Reference:
Y Yehicle:
601 AA Contract: 2 GATE 2 AMLE
&0 cap 01-820058 5150 090 TN $46.35
601 €A Vehice: PURNCH13
&/0t CcA Contract: 1 GATE 2 DLE
601  AA MSW 01-820067 . 43.00 0.64 TN $27.52
661  AA Vehide: PUNCHZ]
B0l Ar Contract: 2 GATE 2 AALE -
&0t A MowW 01-870969 43.00 0.15 TN $15.00
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CASCADE COUNTY SOLID WAST! 4-4371-0019100
£108 Viohicle: PUNCHIS
606 Contract;: 1 GATE 1 AALE
406 kid BY-821545
&% Reference;
/06 Vehicle: PUNCNIS
506 Lozt 0 GATE VEMICLE
808 8D Q1-H21%60
avtcence: (I e vy
Vifnlda: PUNCH1L
Tt 3 GATE 2 WiLE
MSW : oL-81558
Vehicie: PURICHLL
Coatract: AGATE VErIQLE
an 03-821608
Yeahizia: PLNIMIZ
Conarazt: 2 GATE I AE

{ab Q1-831E03
o G

Contract:

MSW "

Roterenc: s wo AR

\enide:

Contract: TGATE 1 DULE

MW 1-821660
Reference:

Yahice:

Contrart: 2 GATE 2 A0E

msw G1-82168S
Vahicke: PUNCHL?

Contract: 8 GATE YEHIQLE

CaD 01-82185%
o i

Copract; )

Msw G1-821731

§9539558 A58 £o000g805 e

XEE3 00000000 ISR 00O EERELY EREO00000EECO00 R EEEED

e QD
Vehide: 14

6/07 Contract: 1GATE 1 AUE

6/07 D 01-821737
€/07 Reference

807 Vehicle PUNCHL

607 Contract 1 GATE 1 AXE

&07 MEW . 02-821749
§/07 Contract:

&/07 CAD 01-821755
6507 Reference:

607 Yehicle: CASH18

607 Contract: 0 GATE YEHICLE

6/07 MSW 21-82173
807 Vehide:

607 Contract

07 MW D1-821810
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43.00

5158

43.00

51.50

51.50

43.00

R EL

43.00

51.50

a0

5150

43,00

51.50

43.00

014 T

™

6,15 TR
152 TN
128 TN

021 N

439 W

0.10 ™™
017 ™

020 ™

0.18 T™H

0.40 TN

0.20 ‘™

015 TN

03 ™

Page 5o 20

$15.00

$1500
7828
§65.92

$20.00

$25.00

$15.00

250

$25.00

$15.00

$20.00




G
10
6/10
6/10
&1
&11
&11
&/11
611
&/11
811
6711
611
6/11
&1
6711
&i11
611
&/11
6/11

611
811

oS B :08D
Valich:

Cosbect:

b -&22080
Riderenees

rER:

Congrect: 1 GATE 2 ALE

el 01832065
Vi FUNCHOE

Lontract: O GATE VEHIOLE

rEW 1522008
Rodeiente:

Vihichs:

Conlract:

CAL . 01-0ee0n?
Rederere:

Veticle:

Coniracy:

MEW - Y- 05
reirce; QD

Vahide: PUNCHG2

Contruct: 1 GATE 1 A0 F

HEW 01-822137
Ferinsenge:

Vehice: PusCHOL

Cosdvaer: 2 GATE 2 AXLE

M 03-822142
Veigie:

Contract,

can 01222144
rekrerce: (Do

Vehice: PURDYHY

Contyact: D GATE VEHIOLE

£ab - B22200
reterence: D

Vehicke: PUNCHOB

Contract: D GATE VENIQLE

£ap 0-822715
Vehicle: PUNCHOO

Contract: 2 GATE 2 AXLE

MoW 01-822273
Relerencs:

Yehicke:

Contract:

MSW 01-822299
Vehide: PUNCHO1

Comract: 2 GATE 2 ALE

MEW 01-822290
Vehicle: FUNCHEL

Contract: 0 GATE VEHICLE
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4300

51.50

a0

515

51.50

51.50

43.00

010 ™

088 TN

006 TN

.17 ™

048 ™™

633 TH

019 TN

010 TN

044 TH

0.44 TN

22 TH

0.69 TN

1.63 TH

0.10 TN

515.00

L3802

$25.00

$118.33

$29.67

.09

$15.00
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13

&0
13

513
&N
613
¥
613
13
513
&13
&1
&1
&13
&1
813
613
613
613
613
13
13

&1s
614
/14
&14
&1
a1

&M

i4
/14
&14
614
6/14
&4
5/14
6/14
5/14
/14
6/14
6/14
6/14
14
614
5/14
&4
6/14
E/13
&14
6714
/14

I IEEEIEIIEEIIE000 0000000 DR00R0R000REPRESEER OOt

Yarich:
Comract: 1GATE 1 ALE
ap R-BANGS
Rodsrenco: RED
Vehicls: FY
Comract: O GATE VERIQLE
018270843
(PMSRY
(sh L0862
Vehicle: PUNCHL
Contici; 2 GATE 2 00
CAD B-RYMTS
Redoeonen: Tl
Vehide:
Contracr: 0 GATE VEYXAE
CAD D1-82679
Vehide: ‘SREEN REDSWMT CHEV
Contract: O GATE VENIQLE
CAD 01-522748
roreec: (D
Vehice: ANCHLS
Contrace: 0 GATE VEHICLE
CaD 1B
e -
Cordradt-
CAD 01-322767
Vghicle: PUNCHLS
Cortract: 0 GATE VEHIOLE
MSW D4-502797
i, "
Contract
MSW 0-8228t8
Vehice: PUNCHO1
Contract: 0 GATE VEHIQLE
MEW 31-§22536
Yehide: PUNCHLY
Comract: O GATE VEHICLE
MSwW D1-522869
Vehick: W VAN
Conbract: E
MSW 0)-822571
Refevence:
Yehicle:
Contract: 0 GATE VEHICLE
TIRE
retererce: (™
Vehicke: PUNCHIE
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51,50

51.58

43160

5150

51580

5150

51.50

51.50

93.00

43.00

43.00

4.0

50l

086 TN

01 TN

0.48 TN

048 TN

0is TH

065 TN

006 TN

117 TH

0.s TH

0o TR

0.55 ™™

0.10 TN

044 TN

0.52 TN

326 TN

$15.00

$8.92
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415

L331

&16
&8
&/18
(¥4 ¢ ]
18
&19
&19

13

19
&/19
&19
&/19

&/19

&/19
8/18
6119

618

515
6/19
&/19
&f19
519
615
£18
£/19
6/19
&/19
619
&/19
&/19
619
819
6/15
&/20

R E OO EE R ORC 00O I IR R R OOOO R EE FEELEEL 2R 0D b

$1-823961

01823173
Contract: 0 GATE VEMKLE
oW 01- 82337
- a——
Contzract: [1]
D 03-HI3
Vehice: mn.l FASG
Contract: AXLE
D 01-823309
Vehick: PUNCHIC
Contract: 2 GATE 2 ANLE

MSW

Retorence, _ worr 2500 vo wRRD
o, G

Contract: !

CRD D1-823354
retrrcs: e

Yehidle: PUNCHIZ
Contract: 0 GATE VEHY(LE

MSW 01-823367
Reference:

Vehide:

Contract:

MSwW 01-803406
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Q-Rw REPUBLIC

&ﬁ SERVICES

We'll handie it from here: ACCOUNT# 3-0570-1210626
INVOIGE # £70-000470351

CASCADE COUNTY TRANSFER SHTES INVOICE DATE 08024
BILLING PERIOD /7202451307204

DATE REF = GUANT & CESCRIPTION AMOUNT

Pl

Phoanix, AZ B5062-8829
T ALCOURY HOMEER : FAD
305701210826
o ST R ~GCHECR ROWEEN |
670-0004TG381
Repubile ices #EID

dmckechnls@cascadecountymt gov
CASCADE COUNTY SOLID WASTE
FINANCE CFFICE
121 4TH STREET NORTH

GREAT FALLS, BT 55401
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gx REPUBLIC
SEAVICES

Cascade County
325 ™ Ave N
Great Falls, MT

Attn: Caseade County Cormmissioners

Cascade County Amended Pricing Document Exhibit B to inchide all billed rates effective 08/01/2023.

Exhibit B
Cascade County Transfer Station Roll-off Rates .
2023 2023 2024 2024
Locatlon Rates/Singles Rates/Dgubles Rates/Singles Rates/Doubles
Armington {Beft) $413.05 $658.61 $429.57 $684.55
Cascade $460.81 $707.37 $479.24 $735.66
(Cascade Compacter} | $521.67 - 5542.54
Compactor
Maintenance (fixed} | $750.00 $750.00
Fort Shaw $449.60 $695.97 $467.58 ~_ sms
Hardy Creek $505.28 $753.30 $526.01 §78343
Monarch $592.85 584220 $616.56 $875.89
Stockett $384.95 $629.88 $400.35 $655,08
Uim $365.20 $609.84 $379.81 §634.23
Vaughn $373.68 $618.39 $388.63 $613.13
{Vaughn Compactor) | 5429.92 $447.12
Compactor
Malntenance (fixed) | $750.00 $750.00
Site Container
Maintenance (fixed) | $1,800.00 $1,800.00
Site attendant Hourly $33.60 43404 -
Rate .
tandfifl Dispasat Rates $34.50 $35.88

R0461109 091301202“.
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July

Total ’ AVECostper
She Singles  Double Contatners  Catculyted Haulsgs  Compactor  Contaier
Armington 1 13 27 $ 533352 § 295974 $ 45632

Casnade Cumpactof
FOREIES
Herdy Creek

August
Total . AvgCost per
Site Singles Doubls  Contalners  Caleuiatad Haulage  Compactor Contalner
Armington 4 11 - 28 § 525273 § 258874 $ 45544
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Cascade County
Special Commission Meeting
October 3, 2024 @ 10:00 a.m.

Commission Chambers, Room 105
325 2" Avenue Neorth, Great Falls, MT

The Board of Cascade County Commissioners will be broadcasting the Commission Meeting via Zoom.
Webinar participants must register in advance for the Commission Meeting:
https://us02web.zo00m.us/j/878234354607 pwd=r4LE41fkV1DbvOhd9EHQibBNG58J9V.1

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information shout joining the weblnar.
If you need dial ln access: 888 788 0099 (Toll Free) or 877 853 $247 (Toll Free) Webinar ID: 878 2343 5460 Password: 970076

Please note the agenda order is tentative and subject to change by the Board without prior notice,
Therefore, members of the public are encouraged to be in attendance at the time the mecting is scheduled to begin.
Public comment during public participation is limited to 2 maximum seven (7) minutes.

Call to Order Chairman James L. Larson
Pledge of Allegiance

1. Discussion on the Cascade County Solid Waste Program

2. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:
Resolution 24-43: A resolution amending Resolution 24-39, R0461109, clarifying the
User Fee and Solid Waste Fee Increases for the Cascade County Dump Sites.

3. Public comment on any public matter that is not on the meeting agenda, and that is
within the Commissioners’ jurisdiction. (MCA 2-3-103)

4. Adjournment.
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CASCADE COUNTY SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING
October 3, 2024
CHAMBERS MEETING ROOM AND VIA ZOOM
10:00 AM

Commission
Journal #64

Notice: Pursuant to MCA 2-3-212(1), the official record of the minutes of the
meeting is in audio form, located at cascadecountymt.gov and the Clerk and
Recorders Office. This is a written record of the meeting to reflect all the proceeding
of the Board. MCA 7-2-2611 (2) (b). Timestamps are nidicated below, in red, and
will direct you to the precise location should you wish to review a specific agenda
item audio segment. This written record is in draft form untll officially approved on
October 22, 2024.

Cascade County Commission: Chairman J1m Larson, Comxmssmner Joe Briggs,
and Commissioner Rae Grulkowski

Staff: Phoebe Marcinek, Trista Besmh Diane He1kk11a Sandra Merchant, Paige
Smith, Bonnie Fogerty, and Desarea Valentme o

Public Attendance: Beth Cummmgs Jon: Kadner Matt Hudson, and Mary
Embleton

Zoom Attendees: Andy Watt Guest, Guest John Stacey Kohles, Guest, Guest

Chairman Jim Larson announced the special meeting item of business. 01:29

1. DisCussiiin on the C_aséﬁ&e County Solid Waste Program 01:32

2. Motion to Approve or Disapprove:

Resolution 24-43: A resolution amending Resolution 24-39, R0461109, clarifying
the User Fee and Solid Waste Fee Increases for the Cascade County Dump Sites.
01:43

Commissioner Larson presented the background for this item. 02:22
Discussion by Staff and Commission. 05:49-22:54
Commissioner Grulkowski made a MOTION that the Cascade County Commission

disapprove Resolution 24-43, for the 456% increase mostly, that increase is not

necessary for the taxpayer and I don’t approve of the additional taxing them to go
above the 45% by way of rounding to the nearest five dollars. 24:22

Chairman Larson and Commissioner Briggs opposed the motion. 25:03-26:40
Public Comment:

Mary Embleton spoke. 27:02



Beth Cummings spoke. 30:38

Chairman Larson calls for a vote. 32:29

Commissioner Grulkowski commented. 32:33

Motion to disapprove Resolution 24-43 does not carry 1-2 with
Commissioner Grulkowski voting for and Commissioners Larson and
Briggs voting against. 33:11

Commissioner Briggs made a MOTION that the Cascade County Commission
approve Resolution 24-43,

Chairman Larson requests an amendment to the motion. 33:39

Discussion by Staff and Commission. 84:19-46:21 .

Commissioner Briggs rescinds his first motion and makes a MOTION to adopt a
forty-five percent increase for the next year and authorize staff to adjust Exhibits A
and B to accommodate the changes, as both schedules will heed to change. The rate
set that's designated on Exhibit B as New Rate FY13. 46:24 -

Commissioner Grulkowski commented. 48:05 T

Mary Embleton spoke. 49:06 N .

Motion carries 2-1 with Commissioners Larson and Briggs votmg for and
Commissioner Grulkowski votmg agamst 52 "5

Public comment on any pubhc matter that is not on the meeting agenda,
and that is within the Commlssmners Jurlsdlctxon (MCA 2-3-103): None
Beth Cummings spoke 52:59"

Comments by Staff and Comxmssmn Bd: 33

‘;:l_--.. ‘; !

Adj ournment. Chalrman Larson adJourned the special meeting at 11:03 a.m.

T
o - .
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Cascade County Commission Meeting — October 3, 2024
Partial Transcript {(Generated by Microsoft Word®)

Meeting 10-03-2024.mp3

00:00:09Speaker 1

I'm sorry.

00:00:11Speaker 2

Not.

00:00:12Speaker 2

My stuff.

00:00:14Speaker 2

Fine.

00:00:32Speaker 3

OK. Good morning, everyone.

00:00:39Speaker 3

T'll call this special meeting of the Cascade County Commission to order.

00:00:46Speaker 3

At this time, please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

00:00:54Speaker 4

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it
stands, one nation, indivisible.

00:01:08Speaker 3

Thank you for those in the room. Please sign the sheet in the back of the room before you leave
and check your cell phones to see if they're you. Take your off, please. So this morning, our first.
00:01:28Speaker 3

Order of businesses discussion on the Cascade County Solid Waste program.
00:01:38Speaker 3

Classes 1 here in the matter of amending Resolution 24 Dash 39 recording number 0461109
clarifying user fee and solid waste fee increases for the.

00:01:54Speaker 3

Gaskey County dump sites.

00:01:58Speaker 3

OK.

00:02:10Speaker 3

OK.

00:02:11Speaker 4

All right,

00:02:12Speaker 5

There I'm just trying to find.

00:02:13Speaker 2

A document for three weeks.
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[00:02:19 — 00:25:51 OMITTED)]

00:25:57Speaker 3

I will oppose this motion as well.

00:26:03Speaker 3

Because there is some things that can be changed in this.

00:26:10Speaker 3

I mean it's callings and whatnot, but.

00:26:18Speaker 3

If we don't pass this and we go back to our regular rates, we will be in the red and certainly in
trouble.

00:26:26Speaker 3

We haven't.

00:26:28Speaker 3

Really. Run anything in red or try not to run in red since I've been here in our budgeting so.
00:26:36Speaker 3

I wouldn't want to start now.

00:26:41Speaker 3

Anything else on the motion?

00:26:45Speaker 3

Anything from staff on the motion.

00:26:49Speaker 3

Any public comment?

00:26:51 Speaker 3

On the motion itself.

00:27:018peaker2 ] o o

Good morning, commissioners. Mary Embleton, 74 2nd St. San County, Montana,
00:27:07Speaker2 L ) o

You need to reconsider what you're thinking on. This whole process is,

00:27:13Speaker 2 i ) o _ o
There are several flaws to it. There's a lot of problems with it, and Commissioner Larsen, your
statement saying that we don't run anything in the red is absolutely false and we know that
because fleet always runs into the red except for one day every.

00:27:32Speaker 2

So. o

00:27:33Speaker 2 o

There are a lot of problems with the.

00:27:34Speaker 2

Way you've done this.

00:27:36Speaker 2 _ S o
You've known since May that this fund was in trouble, You got a budget amendment to get
through the end.

00:27:42Speaker 2

Of last fiscal year.

00:27:43Speaker 2 o o

You've had plenty of time to address it:

00:27:46Speaker 2
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And now you're addressing it with multiple multiple problems with how.

00:27:50Speaker 2

You're doing it.

00:27:52Speaker 2

Mainly.

00:27:54Speaker 2

That you're just trying to do brush your blocks, but do a broad sweep of oh, we'll get going to
just up at 45% and then you don't even do the 45% you're doing more than the 45%. You can't do
that. These are special assessments.

00:28:10Speaker 2

You have to determine the methodology.

00:28:13Speaker 2

And then you have to apply it equally to all the users. That's not happening here.
00:28:18Speaker 2

To do a deep dive into it later, is it? It should have been done before now, but now you've got an
opportunity. You've seen what's going. What's wrong with this? Do a deliberative and and deep
dive throughout this next fiscal year and do it right next year because you've aiready passed the
deadline. The Treasurer's office is already in in pressure.

00:28:38Speaker 2

Mode to get this.

00:28:40Speaker 2 )

Done, and now you're trying to patch it up and do it in many ways the wrong way. I urge you to
don't do it. You need to rescind the previous resolution. Go back to the standard of what it is and
even know it even knowing that's wrong because you've added multiple codes without any
permission.

00:29:00Speaker 2

Action only the Commission can add code and change the assessments on this, not the
Treasurer's office, not the clerk and Reporters office, no one except the Commission, and it has
to go through the proper process of public notice, public hearing and do it during the budget
process, the statutes.

00:29:21Speaker 8

Clear!

00:29:23Speaker2 .

Title 7 is clear, not title 75. With all due respect to Phoebe, probably haven't done the homework
as thoroughly as should have been done. Title 7 rules here because it has to do with putting it on
the taxes or raising a fee. Monies that the public is paying for service.

00:29:44Speaker 2

And you can't do it the way you're doing it now. Both methods, whether you called it a theme or
you called it an assessment, both must have public notice.

00:29:558peaker 2

Adbvertised for two weeks public hearing.

00:29:59Speaker 2

And then dene through the budget process, because this resolution was due to the Department of
Revenue.

00:30:06Speaker 2

In September, at the same time as the budget.
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00:30:09Speaker 2

Can't do it this way.

00:30:11Speaker 2

Don't don't go down this road, that track, regroup and do it the proper.

00:30:17Speaker 2 ]

Way, please sight urge you.

00:30:19Speaker 2 .

Otherwise it's challengeable and will be challenged I suspect. So don't do this.

00:30:27Speaker 3

Thank you.

00:30:30Speaker 3

Any other public comments on the motion?

00:30:365peaker 2

My name is Beth Cummings with Cascade County and and I have a great issue that the public is
not treated as well as some of these Commissioners are expected that they be treated. And
yesterday I was getting in here about a discussion between two Commissioners and perhaps 3
involved.

00:30:54Speaker 2

About giving plenty of time to discern or to study, or to look over a resolution that was proposed
by.
00:31:00Speaker 2
1.

00:31:01Speaker 2

Six days was not adequate today.

00:31:04Speaker 3

We we stay on the motion, please.

00:31:06Speaker 2

Thank you. Lead up to that today I've been. I come here today for this particular issue and we did
not receive any of this information online at all until we got here. OK. So the public is now
again, when I talked to Mike yesterday, we're getting raped and.

00:31:26Speaker 2

Filling in the pocketbook by a Commission that is lazy and has.

00:31:31Speaker 2

Homework properly and just expected. Wash old bread and think there's nothing wrong with it. 1
agree with Miss Hamilton's head. I've looked at the law. Ilooked at 75. I reread it after I spoke
with Evie yesterday. I have yet to find where there's any authority not to have known as in the.
00:31:51Speaker 2

Public hearing to discuss this issue. This is not what taxpayers should be accepting at all, and so
I'm going to ask also that this be put aside and be done properly so that again we don't put
ourselves into perhaps another lawsuit or whatever.

00:32:09Speaker 2

It's coming down the pipe so and.

00:32:11Speaker 2

Thank you for your time.

00:32:13Speaker 8

Thank you.
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[00:32:20 - 00:48:37 OMITTED]

00:48:46Speaker 3

Seeing none all trying to follow into that.

00:48:54Speaker 3

Any public comment on the new motion?

00:49:06Speaker 2 )

Mary Embleton, 74, 2nd St. San Coona, Montana,

00:49:10Speaker 2 ) -

Well, you're doing the least amount of damage by doing that 45% straight up based on the actual
existing!

00:49:245peaker2

Bonafide assessments that there are.

00:49:30Speaker 2 o o ) ) _
Again, it's a it's a monumental task to try to equate the assessed value and boil it down into a per
punch kind of thing. So you've just exposed a lot of the problems and flaws with this whole
program, and I have a question that the program that you were referring to that.
00:49:50Speaker 2

Generates the tickets.

00:49:52Speaker 2 o ) “

First of all, it's got to be on a fiscal year, not a calendar year, because this is on a fiscal year,
00:49:58Speaker 2 . .

And the second thing is who created that program?

00:50:02Speaker 2 o i _ i ]
If that's a question, I think that should be clarified and made part of the record as to where that
program came from, who maintains it, is it 2 homemade program? I'm guessing? Is it a canned
program because of my past experience? We had an an assessment program.

00:50:21Speaker 2 )

That was created by a bona fide company that works with special assessments for local
governments all the time might be a good time to to think about that. That would help them.
00:50:33Speaker 3 ) )

You're kind of off of the motion. Yes, you're you are off the motion. You're.

00:50:35Speaker 2 )

Reducing the motion for the 45%, it would be easy to apply that code.

00:50:39Speaker 3

There are further motion, so give.

00:50:41Speaker 2

No, I'm not certain.

00:50:428peaker 2 o
Thank you. Please let me speak and and so I'm trying to make some suggestions. We can
improve all this because it's been messy and it gets messier still. Again, you're not following.
00:50:55Speaker 2

The proper codes.

00:50:56Speaker 2 ) _

Because again, this should have been done and it was even admitted by a statement by the CFO
that you've been talking about this.

00:51:03Speaker 2
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For three months, she had plenty of time to do something about it. So again, it's it's not as bad as
what.

00:51:11Speaker 2 _

1t was originally proposed.

00:51:13Speaker 2 .

But it's still going to probably be challenged, so.

00:51:17Speaker 2

Uhm.

00:51:19Speaker 2

Because people didn't know this was coming. No one knows this is coming, and they'Hl get it on
their tax bill. So treasurer's office get ready and and I'm going to advocate that.
00:51:26Speaker

Yeah.

00:51:298peaker 3

You're still off of the motion:

00:51:34Speaker 3 )

Yeah, because we're talking about passing. You're you're off on. Yes, you are.
00:51:36Speaker 2

Of 45% increase.

00:51:39Speaker 2 )

No, I'm not. But people will will be.

00:51:43Speaker 2

Upset with this kind of an increase regardiess and naval.

00:51:45Speaker 3

They may. I'm sure they will be.

00:51:49Speaker 3 o

That's not all we're talking about.

00:51:498peaker 2

So be prepared.

00:51:52Speaker 2 )

For alot of phone calls, peeking and treasures.

00:51:53Speaker 3

Thank you. Thank you.

00:51:36Speaker 2 )

And you disrespected me. Mr. Larson needs to stop. I would appreciate it.
00:52:01Speaker 4

If you would do so.

00:52:04Speaker 6

I apologize. Thank you, Mary.

00:52:12Speaker 3

OK. Any more public comment on motion?

00:52:19Speaker 3

Seeing none, all those well, let me see if there's someone.

00:52:25Speaker 3

Seeing none, all those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye. Aye, opposed.
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[00:52:32 — 00:54:51]
00:54:57Speaker 3

Any other public comment?
00:55:03Speaker 3

Seeing none. We're adjourned. Thank you.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING
RESOLUTION 24-39, R0461109
CLARIFYING USER FEE AND SOLID
WASTE FEE INCREASES FOR THE
CASCADE COUNTY DUMP SITES
RESOLUTION #24-43

WHEREAS, resolution 24-39, R0461109 was approved September 19, 2024 at a special commission
meeting; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(1), a local government (defined as “a county, incorporated
city or town, or solid waste management district organized under the laws of this state.” MCA § 75-10-
103(4)), may plan, develop, and implement a solid waste management system; and

WHEREAS, under MCA § 75-10-103(7)a) solid waste “means all putrescible and nonputrescible
wastes, including but not limited to garbage, rubbish, refuse, ashes, sludge from sewage treatment plants,
water supply treatment plants, or air pollution control facilities; construction and demolition wastes; dead
animals, including offal; discarded home and industrial appliances; and wood products or wood
byproducts and inert materials;” and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(15), and (17), within this county operated system, the county
can cooperate with and enter into agreements with any persons in order to implement an effective solid
waste management system; and

WHEREAS, a county can “finance, design, construct, own, and operate a solid waste management
system or contract for any or all of the powers authorized under this part.” MCA § 75-10-112(15); and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (“Board™) has entered into a contract with Montana
Waste Systems d/b/a Republic Services in order to provide effective solid waste management in Cascade
County (“the County™); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCA § 75-10-112(10), to finance a solid waste management system, a county
can assess taxes as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, the County may “finance an areawide solid waste management system through the use of
any of the sources of revenue available to the implementation entity for public works projects, by the use
of revenue bonds issued by the city or county, or by fees levied by a solid waste management district,
whichever is appropriate.” MCA § 75-10-112(18);

WHEREAS, the Board has not adjusted the rates or charges for solid waste services in the County since

2012, with Resolution 12-60 (R0259754), making the current rates and charges wholly inequitable in
proportion to the services and benefits rendered; and

WHEREAS, the Board recently renegotiated its contract with Republic Services and has recognized that
an increase in customer rates and fees (“User Fee™) is the next step in securing the future of waste
management in the County; and

WHEREAS, the Bo‘ard has the benefit of knowledge of the rates and charges for solid waste charged at
the Republic Services’ Landfill (“Landfill’”), which is located at 142 Powerline Rd., Floweree, MT 59440;
and

WHEREAS the Board needs to adjust the User Fee for dumping at the County dump sites, so the rates
and fees at the County dump sites more closely align with the Landfill rates; the adjustments are attached

as Exhibit A; and
R0461284 CRS . ..
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RESOLUTION #24-43

WHEREAS, in securing the future of waste management in the County, the Board also needs to adjust
the trailer sizes allowed at the County dump sites and the composition of the refuse that is accepted at the
County dump sites to ensure that the County dump sites are open and operable for their main intended
use, to collect household refuse from County residents; and

WHEREAS, in the event trailer loads are too large, and the County dump sites are forced to close early,
the entire purpose of the sites is voided, and thus new guidelines have been created and are referenced in
the attached Exhibit 4; and

WHEREAS, the County will continue to issue solid waste coupons which, in addition to cash and
checks, will be acceptable forms of User Fee payments at the County dump sites; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that all current rates will be assessed with a 45% rate increase for
all County residents that own property and/or businesses in the County of Cascade, except for those
residents within the city limits of Great falls and the city limits of Belt; and

WHEREAS, the Board also needs to adjust the solid waste codes for the County, showing the 45% rate
increase; the updated code list is attached as Exhibir B; and

WHEREAS, this Solid Waste Fee increase will allow the County to cover a majority of the costs of the
disposal of solid waste, the payments for reasonable operations and maintenance of the County sites, and
generate funds toward capital expenses associated with County site improvements and potential County
site relocations; and

WHEREAS, the solid waste user fee increases, as referenced in Exhibir 4, will be effective January 1,
2025. The 45% rate increase for all County residents that own property and/or businesses in the County of
Cascade, except for those residents within the city limits of Great falls and the city limits of Belt, will
begin billing on the 2024 tax statements, which will be sent out in November of 2024. This increase is
shown on Exhibit B.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that all Solid Waste Fees will be assessed with a 45% rate increase for all County residents that awn
property and/or businesses in the County of Cascade, except for those residents within the city limits of
Great falls and the city {imits of Belt. These updated codes are attached and made part of this Resolution
as reflected in Exhibit B.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that the adjusted and updated User Fees have been amended and are attached and made part of this
Resolution as Exhibit A.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that the size of trailers and the types of refuse that is allowed to be dumped at the County dump sites has
been amended and is made part of this Resolution as reflected in the attached Exhibit A.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Cascade County Commissioners
that the solid waste fees assessed with a 45% rate increase will begin billing on the 2024 tax statements,
which will be sent out in November of 2024, The solid waste user fee increases will be implemented on
January 1, 2025.
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Passed and adopted this 8 day of October 2024.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

NS ar

Jameg LaLarson, Chairman - / i

‘/;6 /Z//

Joe B lggs :ss:oner

Gpoesea

Rae Grulkowski, Commissioner

RESOLUTION #24-43

Attest rd
Onthis _75___ day of October 2024, I hereby attest the above-written signatures of the Board of

Cascade County Commissioners.

(‘__ o nn W&M /V,L_ ]

Sandra Merchant, Cascade County Clerk and Reégrder
ek

* APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY

* THE COUNTY ATTORNEY HAS PROVIDED ADVICE AND APPROVAL OF THE FOREGOING DOCUMENT LANGUAGE ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF
CASCABDE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, AND NGT ON BEHALF OF OTHER PARTIES OR ENTITIES. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THIS DOCUMENT BY THE
COUNTY ATTORNEY WAS CONDUCTED SOLELY FROM A LEGAL PERSPECTIVE AND FOR THE EXCLUSIVE BENEFIT OF CASCADE COUNTY. OTHER
PARTIES SHOULD NOT RELY ON THIS APPROVAL AND SHOULD SEEK REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THEIR OWN RESPECTIVE COUNSEL.

3
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EXHIBIT “A”

Transfer Site Charge and Punch Schedule

Site attendants will use their best judgement on the proper charge per load based on

the following charts.
. N # of
Pickup Cubic Yard CashCost o0 oo
Pickup up to 2' above box (est 2.0 CY) $ 15 4
Pickup long box, up to 2' above box (est $ 130 9 .
2.5-3.5CY)
Pickup long box in excess of 2' above box $ o ”
(est 3.5+ CY) 4
Flat-Bed Truck or Trailer #of
(Routine Household Waste) Cash Cost  pyiches
Truck or Trailer up to 8' long x 8' wide, up $ 45 13
to 2' deep (est 4-8 CY)
Truck or Trailer up to 8'long x 8' wide, $ oo 26
more than 2' deep (est 8+ CY)
Truck or Trailer up to 10’ long x 8' wide, $ 60 1
up to 2' deep (est 5-11 CY) ‘ 7
Truck or Trailer up to 10’ long x 8' wide, $ 120
more than 2' deep (est 11+ CY) 34
Miscellaneous Cilarges Cash Cost Pui:]:es
Passenger and Light Truck Tires (Charge $ 30 NA
er tire)
Fridge with certification $ 6o NA
Fridge without certification $ 9o NA

The Following are NOT ALLOWED and will NOT BE ACCEPTED:
- Hazardous waste or flammable liquids
- Construction material, roofing or demolition wastes
- Dead animals
- Hot ashes
- Tree limbs or boards in excess of 4
- Large truck, heavy duty or heavy equipment tires
- Furniture (beds, couches, love seats, tables, hutches, etc)

All demolition, shingles, large trees debris and farm and ranch waste will he
directed to the landfill and will not be accepted at the container sites
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EXHIBIT “B”

Cascade County Solid Waste Rate Increase FY25

. h - Uni 9
Solid Waste Code Description FY13 NewUnit  45% over

Rate FY¥13
101 CABIN 40.00 | 58,00
201 CABINS {2) 60.00 87.00
202 SMALL CLUBS (Saddle/Shooting) 60.00 [  87.00
204 LOW INCOME 60.00 |  87.00
205 POST OFFICE 60.00 |  87.00
206 CHURCH 60.00 |  87.00
207 6§ MONTHS ONLY - HOUSE 60.00 |  87.00
_ 301 REGULAR HOUSE 120.00 | 174.00
i 302 TRAILER HOUSE 120.00 | 174,00
304 SMALL OFFICE 120.00 | 174.00
402 HOUSE & POST OFFICE 180.00 | 261.00
403 CHURCH 180.00 [ 261.00
404 HOUSE & LOW INCOME HOUSE 180.00 | 261.00
| 405 HOUSE & 2 CABINS 200.00 |  290.00
TWO HOUSES OR 2 SMALL
01 . :
| 5 OFFICES 239.00{ 346.55
| 502 TWO TRAILERS 239.00 | 34655
503 HOUSE & SMALL OFFICE 239.00 [ 34655
504 TRAILER & SMALL OFFICE 239.00 |  346.55
505 HOUSE & TRAILER 239.00 |  346.55
508 HOUSE & 5 MOTEL UNITS 239.00 |  346.55
509 COMMERCIAL BUSINESS 239.00 |  346.55
511 VET CLINIC 230.00 |  346.55
, : 513 EQUIPMENT COMPANY 239.00 | 34655
S -~
| 514 ERV STATION/ GARAGE/ JUNK 23900 | 346.55
- YARD :
515 LUMBER COMPANY 239.00 |  346.55
516 PACKING PLANT OR FEEDLOT 239.00 | 346.55
517 RADIO OR TELEVISION STATION 239.00 | 346.55
CASCADE INDUSTRIAL -
PROPERTIES 239,00 | 346.55
THREE HOUSES 359.00 |  520.55
HOUSE & COMMERCIAL -
359. 520.55
BUSINESS * o
HOUSE & STORE 355.00 | 520.55
HOUSE & VETCLINIC - 359.00 |  520.55
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EXHIBIT “B”

Cascade County Solid Waste Rate Increase FY25
FY13 NewUnit 45% over
I ription
Solid Waste Code Descriptio Rate Y13
o A = A A —— |
717 CAR DEALER ) 359.00 520.55
719 BAR 359.00 520,55
720 RESTAURANT OR CAFE 359.00 520.55
721 TRUCKING COMPANY 355.00 520.55
CONST/MFGT/OR DOR
722 INDUSTRIAL 35%.00 520.85
723 GROCERY/BUTCHER/MINI MART 358.00 520.55
724 WHOLESALE STORE / FLEET 359.00 520,55
802 TWO UNITS 239.00 346.55
803 THREE UNITS 359.00 520.55
804 FOUR UNITS 479.00 694.55
805 FIVE UNITS 5989.00 868.55
806 SIXUNITS 718.00 { 1,041.10
807 SEVEN UNITS 838.00 | 1,215.10
808 ONE HOUSE & CONSTRUCTION 958.00 | 1,389.10
co
810 HOUSE/BAR&CAFE, BARASTORE 838.00 | 1,215.10
BAR&CAFE/ BAR&STORE/
718, 041,
811 BARSREST 18.00 | 1,041.10
812 TWELVE UNITS -
904 MOTEL WITH 20 UNITS 479.00 694.55
9501 SCHOOL DISTRICT #82 or 85 356.00 516.20
SCHOOLDISTRICT #5
. 775.7
9302 (Centerville) & #74 (Vaughn) 535.00 5.7
2904 ST OF MT 1,428.00 | 2,070.60
9304 SUN RIVER SCHOOLS (#55) 1,428.00 | 2,070.60
8805 SCHOOL DISTRICT #3 (Cascade) 1,608.00 | 2,331.60
9906 PLEASANT VALLEY COLONY 1,666.00 | 2,415.70
N 9907 BIG STONE & FAIR HAVEN 2.499.00 | 3.623.55
COLONY T T
9908 CASCADE & HILLCREST 2857.00 | 4142.65
COLONY T T
9909 SMITH, LOREN D. 2,935.00 | 4,255.75
8910 QUITE DAY MANOR 2,297.00 | 3,330.65
QUT OF DISTRICT PERMITS 14500 | 21170
PAY PER PUNCH 3.50
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October 3, 2024 Resolution 24-43

Agenda Action Report
Prepared for the
Cascade County Commission

ITEM: IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING
RESOLUTION 24-39, R0461109
CLARIFYING USER FEE AND SOLID
WASTE FEE INCREASES FOR THE
CASCADE COUNTY DUMP SITES

INITIATED AND PRESENTED BY: The Board of Countyj Commissioners

ACTION REQUESTED: Approval of Resolution 24-43

BACKGROUND: ,

The Board of County Commissioners has entered into a contract with Montana Waste
Systems d/b/a Republic Services in order to provide effective solid waste management in
Cascade County. Resolution 24-39, R0461109 was approved by the Board on September 19,
2024, at a special commission meeting.

The Board needs to adjust the User Fees for dumping at the County dump sites so the
rates and fees at the County Dump Sites more closely align with the Landfill rates. The Board
also needs to adjust the trailer sizes allowed at the County dump sites and the composition of the
refuse that is accepted at the County dump sites to ensure that the County Dump Sites are open
and operable for their main intended use, to collect household refuse from County residents. The
County will continue to issue solid waste coupons which, in addition to cash and checks, will be
acceptable forms of User Fee payments at the County Dump Sites. The Board has also
determined that it needs to adjust the solid waste codes for the County. The updated code list is
attached to the Resolution as Exhibit B

In order to accomplish these objectives, the Board has determined that all current rates
will be assessed with a 45% rate increase for all County residents that own property and/or
businesses in the County of Cascade, except for those residents within the city limits of Great
falls and the city limits of Belt. This is an amendment to clarify the language in the previous
resolution that stated the “Board has determined that it is appropriate to raise the Solid Waste Fee
from $120 a year to $175 a year for all County residents that own property and/or businesses
outside of the City of Great Falls, Black Eagle, the Town of Beit, and the Town of Cascade.”
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Additionally, the Board has clarified that the solid waste user fee increases, as referenced
in Exhibit A of the resclution, will be effective January 1, 2025, The 45% rate increase for all
County residents that own property and/or businesses in the County of Cascade, except for those
residents within the city limits of Great falls and the city limits of Belt, will begin billing on the
2024 tax statements, which will be sent out in November of 2024.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners adopt Resolution 24-43, amending
and clarifying portions of Resolution 24-39.

TWO MOTIONS PROVIDED FOR CONSIDERATION:

MOTION TO APPROVE:
“Mr. Chairman, I move Cascade County Commission APPROVE Resolution 24-43.”

MOTION TO DISAPPROVE:
“Mr. Chairman, I move Cascade County Commission DISAPPROYVE Resolution 24-43.”
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The Montana Department of Revenue notified Cascade
County, Great Falls Public Schools, Great Falls Transit and
the City of Great Falls officials on Oct. 25 of their revised
certified taxable value due to an “industrial appeal
settlement.”

The adjustment appears to be related to the department’s
recent request for clarification of Calumet’s tax
abatement approved by the city and county rather than
an actual appeal settlement, according to county officials.

DOR officials told GFPS officials this week that the
adjustment was due to ongoing appeals with Calumet.

Calumet considers appeal of 2024 taxes

DOR has not yet responded to The Electric’s Oct. 25
questions for clarification on what specifically was the
reason for the adjustment,
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The city capped their 2022 tax abatement at $50 million
and did not receive a revised valuation with the the other
local taxing jurisdictions on Oct. 25, according to the city
finance office.

Calumet still has two pending appeals before the
Montana Tax Appeal Board for 2022 and 2023 taxes and
said in Oct. 18 filings that it is still considering whether to
protest its 2024 taxes.

Montana Renewables, Calumet's subsidiary, has an appeal
pending before the state tax board of the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality’s decision not to
certify the entire Great Falls facility as tax exempt.

Calumet announces $1.4 billion federal loan for
expansion as regional officials question wastewater, taxes

The Oct. 25 adjustment lowers the taxable values of each
jurisdiction by about $4 million.

It also delays the county’s process to issue tax bills.

Diane Heikkila, county treasurer, told The Electric that
they were hoping to send tax bills to the printers on Oct 4
and Oct. 11, but that's didn’t happen so they're about two
to three weeks behind.

She said her office has been awaiting final tax valuation
numbers to process the tax bills.

Once the bills are sent to the printers, get proofs and
make corrections, it's about 10 days before they're mailed
out, Heikkila said.

GFPS board approves request to access protested
Calumet taxes

She said if they can get information finalized and get the
bills to the printer by Nov. 1, she’s hoping to have bills to
the taxpayers by Nov. 15.
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Due dates will be pushed back to accommodate the delay,
she said.

The Great Falls Public Schools board voted during their
Oct. 28 meeting to adjust their budget for the revised tax
valuations.

The revision lowered the amount in the elementary
district by $4,130,446 and in the high school district by
$4,129,255,

Montana Renewables, Calumet have pending tax appeals
before state board

That changes the district’s taxable valuation that was
issued by DOR in August, and used for the district’s
budget, from $182,603,795 in the elementary to
$178,473,349; and $185,329,633 to $181,200,378 in the
high school.

The district submitted their budget to the state in August
and will be updated.

The adopted budget amounts won't change, but the the
mills levied will increase due to the decrease in taxable
valuation, creating “a tax shift from Calumet to the district
taxpayers,” according to Brian Patrick, GFPS’ business
operations manager.

The school board adopted a budget in August with a tax
reduction of $75.27 on a house with a $300,000 taxable
valuation, according to GFPS.

County board upholds state’s revised tax valuation for
Calumet

Taxpayers will still be paying less toward GFPS this year,

but that reduction will be slightly less with the taxable
valuation revisions.



Now, a taxpayer will pay $53.59 less than last year on a
house with a $300,000 taxable valuation, according to
GFPS.

On Oct. 30, the Cascade County Commission is scheduled
to conduct a special meeting to address the tax revision.

Commissioner Joe Briggs said he believes the adjustment
is the Calumet abatement issue DOR sought clarification
for over the summer and that commissioners voted on
Oct. 15.

Calumet appeals county tax board denial to state [2023]

He said that the adjustment is larger than the estimate
DOR had provided, which was a $2.9 million reduction in
taxable vafuation. Briggs said the county based their
budget on that estimate so their budget officer is
preparing an analysis of the impact.

“In each of the last few years we have had an adjustment
downward in the taxable valuations after we have set the
mills due to various tax appeals at the state level and we
have not redone our mills, but have instead reduced
spending as necessary and adjusted the budget as
needed,” Briggs said.

The revision impacts the county’s general fund and
countywide levies, which totaled 141.48 mills.

County requests tax recertification for GFPS budget,
Calumet tax reduction [2021]

The revision translates to a reduction in revenue from
what was budgeted of about $125,000 in the general fund
and about $3,000 for the public safety levy.

The change only affected values in the newly taxable
category, Briggs said, so it doesn’t change the number of
mills the county can levy and doesn't require a public
hearing to adjust the mills.



Briggs said commissioners can modify the budget later if
needed to reduce the spending levels to match the new

tax estimates.
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